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up options on mines outside the property in
which they are really operating. The money
they spend on development such companies
will be allowed to deduet from their profits in
the same way as if it had been expended on
their own particular mine. Tt is estimated
that allowing this deduction to be made will
involve a loss to the revenuc of probably.a eouple
of thousand pounds per annum. But the idea
in taking the rigk of that loss is to encourage
companies to spend their money in developing
new properties ; and, undoubtedly, if by giving
such encouragement even one additional good
mine should be developed, it will pay the State
for losing this £2,000 anaually for a good many
years to come, Clause 3 extends to companies
generally an exemption from duty on interest en
Western Australia  Covernment security. This
provision obtaing also in the Land and Income
Tax Act, but it was not inserted in the Dividend
Duties Act, which was an omission. The con-
scjuences arc that in respect of life insurance
gompanies, many of whom have invested largely
in Western Australian stocks, as the Dividend
Duties Act now reads they would be lisble to
pay duty on the interest received from those
invesgments, whereas those stocks have always
been issued to them on the understanding that
they were excmpt from State Income Tax. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second tima.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [10-1]: It
was very inbterosting to hear the Minister's re-
marks on the encouragement o be given to the
development of mining. It should have a very
good effect. T congratulate the Government
upon the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committec.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in. the Chair ; the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Interest on
sbock :

Hon. M. MILLINGTON : This should be in-
quired into. Tt is not a new provision ?

Hon, A. SANDERSON : I regret that I heard
only the last portion of the Colonial Secretary’s

Western  Australian

statement on the scooend reading. What does -

the clanse mean ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : To be candid,
1 am afraid it means that through a little hasty
legislation last session, we did something which
we had no intention of doing. Prior to the amend-
ments passoed last scssion, these companies came
under the land and Income Tax Assessment Act,
Under that Aet their interest, derived from West-
ern  Australinn Covernment debentures, wasg
exempt from taxation, Then it was decided to
_plage these companics under the Dividend Dutics
Act, and the necessary provision giving them
cxemption was not inserted. Tf the hon. member
has the slightest doubt about the matter, we will
report progress,

Hon. A. SANDERSON : Tt is important, and
1 should be glad if the leader of the House would
posgpone this.

['Yhe Deputy President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

BILL—INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H, P,
Colebatch—East) [10-10]:  The Bill proposes,
not to remedy an error, but to supply an omis-
gion from the Act of last year. Last year for
the firet time a definite method of calenlating
the taxation was adopted. The Bill is merely
a short provision t¢ put in the Act that method
of calculation, It should have been done when
the Act was passed, for in that Act the illustration
will he of great convenience to- taxpayers. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Question put and passed. :

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera,
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

‘reported without amendment, and the roport

adopted,

House adjourned at 10-12 p.m.

Legislative #Hssembly,
FPriday, 13th December, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4:30 p.m.
and read prayers,

[For “ Questions on Notice” and “ Papers
Presented ™ see “ Votes and Proceedings.™)

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT AND DEBAT-
ABLE MATTER.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R, T, Rob-
inson—Canning) [4-40]: When the Estimates
of the Electoral Department were being discussed
the leader of the Opposition raised a question in
conneetion with certain photographs of premises,
and T promised to get some information from the
Chief Electoral Officer. 1 have that information
now and would like with the permission of the
House to place it before hon. members. I have
agked the Chief Elcctoral Officer to explain about
the claims of certain electors and I think I may
read his answer. R

I\{l‘. SPEAKER : The hon. member may pro-
ceed.

Hon, P. Collicr: On a point of order, is the
Attomey General in order in procecding to read
a statement which may contain debatable matter
and to which I shall not be able to reply ?

Mr, SPEAKER : The Attomey General said
he had given the leader of the Opposition a promise
thet he wounld supply this information in con-
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nection with photogrephs of dwellings and I have
permitted him to read it.

Mr. Troy: He must ask the permission of the
House,

Hon. P, Collier: It is not fair on the part of
the Attomey Cieneral o make a statement which
18 in the nature of an argument and to which I
shall not be able to reply.

Mr. SPEAKER.: I thought that to meet the
wishes of the House the Attorney General might
be allowed to read the statoment.

Hon, P, Collicr: The Attorney General comes
prepared with a reply to statements which I
made and I shall not be able to have anything
to say in regard to them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: My reguest
was that I might have. the permission of the House
tn supply this information,

Mr. SPEAKER : Is it the wish of the House
that the Attorney Cieneral be permitted to make
this statement ?

Members: * Yes,” “No.”

Mr. SPEAKER : As there are “ Noes,' per-
misgion cannot be given, '

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I am not quite
satisticd with the decision. Tloes it mean that
the House docs not want this information ?

Hon. P. Collier: The House wants it in a form
in which it can be debated.

Mr. SPEAKER : I agked hon. members whether
they would permit the Attorney General to supply
this information as he had promised the leader of
the Opposition to furnish it. One “no” s
sufficient to prevent that permission being given.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: May I move
that the papers do lie on the table of the House ?
].\II'. SPEAKER: The hon. member may do
that.

Hon, P, COLLIER : I want to make my position
clear, I have wo ebjection whatever to any
stisement being made to the House by the Minister
in charge of a depariment. T have no desire to
prevent any reply being made to anything that
has been said, but I do not wish to have a state-
ment put forward possibly refuting arguments
which T advanced when T shall not have the oppor-
tunity of replying. The Aftorney Genernl can
place the papers on the Table and he can find an
opportunity for me to, if necessary, reply to any
of the statements contained in these papers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the papers do lie on the Table of the

House,

Question put and passed.,

BILL—WHEAT JMARKETING
MENT.

ACY

AMEND-

Second Reading..

Pebate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [4-43]: In connection
with the meagure, a8 it originally was an emergency
matter [ do not intend to discuss it at any great
lenath. I wish to say however that tho Glovern-
ment in bringing dewn the Bill sheuld have brought,
«down a measure for tho ratification of the acquiring
agency agrecment which they have enpered into
with the Westralinn Farmers, Ltd. Tt is unwise
for the Crovernment to make agreements with
people which may not be ratified by Parlinment
and il this practice is continued, sooner or later
serious results will follow. In the present ocir-
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cumstances the Glovernment need not be aeverely
cengured because we all know the opportunity
for making agreements on account of the doubt
a8 10 whethor the Wheat Pool would continue in
the future or not, was limited. As a member of
the Royal Commission which dealt exhaustively
with the Wheat Marketing Scheme, I must com-
pliment the member for North-East Fremantle
{Hon. W, €. Angwin) who dealt so comprehensively
with every phase of the qucstion in his speech last
night. I can only endorse all that he has said
and add that I consider his criticism waa absolutely
fair, There was no personal or political clement
brought into it and he gave the House information
which was disclosed by the evidence. There is
one thing that I think the Government are to
blame for, and it is for not realising the statement
made by the Prime Minister early in 1915 wherein
he said that private enterprise should not be
interfered with except to the least possible extent
when that private enterprise claghed with naticnal
interests. Last year the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
got a monopoly and I think it would have becn
wiger if the Governatent had made, between that
time and the prescnt, arrangements to give the
other mercantile farmers as well as the Westralian
Farmers, an opportunity of tendering for the
carrying out of this work. Owing to the great
success of our Allies’ arms we arc more than
likely to have a resumption of shipping equal
to what we had in pre-war times. When that
takes place there will he no necessity for a con-
tinuance of the Pool system., I am pleased to
know that the Ctovernment have taken a very
fatherly interest in the Westralian Farmers, L.,
and have given that company very sympathetic
treatnent. As a result their business, which was
not thoroughly well cstablished, will now, ewing
to the monopoly of last year and of this year,
be placed upon a very faiv basis, 20 that in future
any eompetition will be met on an equal footing,
Onc thing we should not, forget is that the Westra-
lian Farmers, Lid,, in addition to being a co-opera-
tive hody, are also o very big trading business and
are now launching out in commerce in cvery
direction, In fact, they may be said to be ordinary
financiers and brokers, and [ast week they went
into the stock sales business. The public of West-
ern Australin will reguire to watch very earciully
the futnre of that company or we may find that
through their engincering agencica thoy will be
seenring control over Parliament itsclf. 1 regred
that an opportunisy was not given to the mereantile
firms to compete for thie seagson's handling of the
wheat., But as I said hefore, the circumstances
were such that perhaps vhe Coverament could
not earry out their original intention of affording
competition an opportunity. We were told last
night that the Scheme asked for quotations from
gix firms, ineluding the Farmers' Mercantile
Union, which had not previously handled wheat,
and that, instead of open tenders, publicly ad.
vertised, quotations were asked from those firms,
When the Royal Commission found out that they
were practically on the same lines as in previous
vears, the Commission asked the Clovemment
to stay their hand, It has been said that the
Commission intimaged to the Government that they
desired that the quotations should not be handed
in. ‘hat was not so. The Commission wero
favourable to those tenders being submitted.
At all ovents, an oxtension of the time was given
and, finally, the yuotations were withdrawn and
the Government entered inte negotiations with the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd. T have not much to say
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against the Bill. The prices offered in the agree-
ment are fair for the servicez to bo rendered.
When the Bill reaches Committes T hope the
Minister will see fit tv made some alteration in
the gristing agreoment. In the agreement of last
yoar we had & flat rate of 7d. for every mill, ir-
respective of capacity, This year the Scheme
has arranged for three different gredes, eo that,
according to their capactity, the mills will make a
monotary profit. In the existing agreemont we
havo & provision that the miller has to get a certain
flour oxtraction, 70 per cent., from every bushel of
wheat, and in view of the general knowledge that
the wheat that will be milled this coming year will
not bo nearly so bad from weevil as in past years,
it is more than likely that most of the millors will
be able to get this extraction without tromble.
The great difficulty is going to arise in the f.a.q.
that will ba sent to the various mills. I hope the
Minister will tale some alternative course iu
connection with the gristing agreement, which wil}
give the Scheme ap oppurtunity. when any dispute
arises as to the quality of the wheat tendored to
the mills, to diract that the mills shall then grist
on o bushel basis. As pointed out last night by
the member for North-Fast Fremantle, it wil]
save a goud deal of dispute, and possibly of Liti-
gation, if that is done. In respect of other pro-
visions in the Bill, I can only say I am in accord
with them. One other matter in conncotion with
milling : Lasgt night we heard various seraps of
information in regard to the tremendous profits
mado out of milling. I can only eay that so far
a8 I know, the £3R8,000 which it is claimoed has been
lost to the Pool through the miilers obtaining that
amount over and above a fair profit, is very doubt-
ful indeed. One thing I would say to the farming
community is that even if the millers did make that
£38,000 over and above what they are ontitled to,
it is & very emall amount as compared with what
the millers have made for the Pool. Everyone
knows that the millers have worked three shifts
to suit themselves as well as to suit the Scheme.
They were entitled to & benefit, and no doubt they
got & benefit. T should like to point cut that the
requiroments of the State are roughly 1} million
bushele, For the sake of argument I will say
& million bushels. The millers, to suit them-
gelves and to suit the Scheme, last year gristed
six million bushels. In othor words hive million
bushels were gristed into marketable Aour which,
but for the millers, would have remained in wheat.
That wheat would have deteriorated at least 2s.
per bushel, and possibly some of it would not have
been marketable at all. So that if we take that
five million bushels, which the millers milled for
the good of the community, at 2e. per bushel, the
Pool has been saved £500,000. The farmers are
grumbling about the millers making some money,
but I say that the millers, in addition to doing
some good for themselves, also cmployed a large
number of hands and, in addition, made available
for the dairyman, the poultryman and the pig
raisor, & ton of offal out of every 100 bushels milled.
That has been a great advantage to the State.
Instead of grumbling about what some people
make out of certain work, it would be well if the
farmers were to consider what Joss would have
regulted had the millers not given their mitls, not
only for their own advantage, but slso for the
advantage of the State, The member for North-
East Fremantle commented on the Commission’s
work and pointed out many instances where, owing
to practically experimental work, certain losses
were taking place. I consider that they were
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incidental to a scheme that had mever previously
been handled in any part of the world and for
which, therefore, there was no precedent. Speak-
ing generally, I think the advisory board and the
management have done fairly well. Were the FPool
likely to continue, the House would have to pay
far more serious consideration to the repart of
the Royal Commission than is necessary in existing
circumstances, It is o very debatable queation
what kind of management would bo the bost for
the future, As I said previously, the Pool, T hope,
will (inish wp shortly and we shall get back to
normal conditions, when every one will bo able
to carcy on his work without being hampered by
measurcs such as wo have had during war time. I
am convinced that the work done by the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd,, was equally well done with that
of the mercantile firms, neither better nor worse,
The Woestralisn Farmers, Ltd., are purely a
hustling, up to date business firm ready to take
adventege of anything going, just the samo as
any other profiteering firm.

Hon. P. Collier : And by any methods.

Mr. BROWN: It wos pleasing to mo, &8s a
member of the Commission, to note that the
supplies of all kinda of writing paper at the 1Wea.
tralian Farmera, Ltd,, wore never restricted.
Cart loads of letters on trivial questions were
sent in to the department, and I am certain that
the amhiguity of the language used was such that
in some cases it was hard to know where one waa.

Hon. P. Collier: And who was the master and
who the servant.

Mr. BROWN: Exactly. All my sympathies
are with the primary producers. They ace deserv-
ing of cvery consideration that Parlisment can
give them. But they must not forget there are
other sections of the community equally deserving.
I kope that in the future wo shall have less grumb-
ling, T will not say from the farmers, but from their
representatives in Tarliament, I will support
the second reading.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [4-58]: The moasure
is & fair and ressonable one and very little ex-
ception can be taken to it. With a fow minor
amendmenta the Bill will meot all requirementa.
I want to emphatically deny the suggestions
that have been made that the Country party has
been pulling atrings.

Mr. Brown: Pulling ropes!

Mr. PIESSE : T wish to say decisively that nover
oo any oceasivn have the party united in bringing
pressure to bear on Ministers in respect of the
operations of the Wheat Scheme,

Mr. Mullany : What you mean is that gome have
not gone as far as others.

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member is entitled to
his opinion, but I strongly resent the insinuation
that we as a party are here to seccure all that’ia
possiblo by hook or by crock, and aro propared
to place a pistol at tho head of the Govornment.
We hoave never advanced, either, the gchemus
of any commercial association such as tho West-
tralian TFarmers, Ltd. We have individually
approached Ministers In regard to the handling
of wheat ; but it is manifest to overyone, and it
is public knowledge, that the Royal Commission
have recommended the handling of wheat in the
depots, No further advantage has been sought
by us for any other organisation. T wish to
compliment the member for Subiaco (Mr. Brown)
upon his fair speech and upon his reasensble
common zense effort to place the position of the
Woestralian Farmers in o true light.
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Mr, Munsie Do you agree with his statement
that the Westralian Farmers, Itd., are only the
8610 s any other profitesring firm in this country ?

Mr. PIESSE: I de not know that they are a
profitesring firm.

Hon. P. Collier :
Bubiaco said.

Mr. PIESSE: Undoubtedly the Westralian
Farmers are a hustling firm, ont to catch all the
business that is going.

Hon., P. Collier: A hnstling profiteering firm.

Mr. PIESSE: To say that unfair msthods are
being adopied is unjust. If we compare the cost
of handling wheat under the ocurrent agreement
with the cost of handling wheat in the Eastern
States. we find th t ours is lower.

Mr. Munsie : The responsibility here isless ; do
not forget that,

Mr. PIESSE : A sum of £3,500 has been men-
tioned as being unfairly gained by the aequiring
agonts, the Westrelien Farmers; but that is &
matter of opinion. The Royal Commission,
I understand, consider that the sum was not fairly
earnod,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The money was paid but
the work was not done,

Mr. PIESSE: We find, however, that there is
not any great profit in the other work done by the
Westralian Farmers in commection with wheat
bandling. To place the efforts of our party in
this connection before the public in an unfavourable
light is mot fair. Our mothods have been fair
and aboveboard, the ssme as those of any other
members having public business to bring before
Parliament. Never once, I say with the cleareat
vonviotion, havo we been brought to heel, as the
torm runs, by the associations with which we have
the honour to be connected ; never cnce.

Mr. SPEAKER : Ia the hon. member discussing
the Wostralian Farmers, Lid. ¢

Mr. PIESSE : Y am endeavouring to refute some
of those statements which were mado last night
im'fougn.ing the honour of the party to which

long.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Someone has been pulling

our leg.

Mr. PIESSE : I do hopa you, Mr. Speaker, will
permit me to endeavour to show the public that
there ia no justification for the imputations made
laat night upon this party. I feel sure every
member is conversant with the details of the Bill
and convinced of its fairness and also of the neces-
sity for the measure. In Committes, I hope, minor
smendments will receive due consideration.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magaoet) [5-6]: I propose to
support the measure on general principles, as the
question in diapute is whether the wheat of the
oountry shall be handied by a co-operative insti-
tution largely composed of the farmers of this
oonntry or whether it shall be handied by this
firm who previously dealt with it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Or by the Scheme itself.

Mr. TROY : That is another alternative, whether
the commodity could not best be handled by the
State rather than by any other institution. I
would be quite willing that the State should handle
the commodity if that wonld be cheaper. But
the handling of the commodity by the State is not
vory differont in prineiple from the hendling of
it by a section of the Stato. The question is only
ono of degree. I do not Eroposc to quatrrel with a
Bill which provides that that section of the people
who produce the commodity shall handle the
commodity in their own interests. Let mo teli
hen wemheare  ranrecantine more  narticularle

That is what the member for
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the farmers’ interests in this House that they
would be indeed well advised if they kept their
particular trading institution free from any sus-
picion of political influence.

Hon, P. Collier : That is the trouble.

Mr. Griffitha: It is an imaginary trouble,

Mr. TROY : 1 have already explained to gentle-
men on the Ministerial cross benches that there is
no doubt that the objection prominent in the minds
of hon. members is the feeling that this commereial
inatitution is having its interests advanced in this
Parliament by means which are not altogether
above suspicion.

Hon, P, Collier: Tt is a fact, too.

Mr. TROY: That may be or may not be
80; but I cannot allow my vote to bhe in-
fluenced by considerations sltogether of that
character. T am going to deal with the Bill as
Ifindit. The measuro provides that the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., a commercial co-operative institu-
tion ropresonting the great mass of the farmers
of this country, shall %l:ve the handiling of thias
harvest, and also of the next harvest if so pro-
clasimed by the Governor. Apart from State
handling of the harvest, I do not know who hae &
better right to handle it. I am a heliever in oo-
oparation, and the Labour party believe in co-
oporation. In fact, it was the Labour party
that gave the Westralian Farmers their firatistart.
Had it not been for the Labour Government, the
Woestralian Farmers would nover have had a look
in during the first Wheat Fool, but would have been
ghut out. That will be admitted by their own
managing directors, il they are honest men,

Mr. Griffiths : They do not admit it,

Mr, TROY: TUnfortunately the Honorary
Minister sends ount certain circulars into the country,
and the * Primary Producer '’ makes cortain state-
ments, and tho Country party members themselves
are not fair, let alone generous ; and those are the
reasons why the Bill meets with a certain amount
of opposition. I myself will vote for the measure ;
but I am not at all in agreeement with the member
for Subiaco in the hopo he expressed thet the
time wil] soon come when this business and other
buginess will rovert to the old channeis. I do
nob wish to see that. I have no association with the
Westralian Farmers excopt that by handling my
wheat they have made me a shareholder against
my will. If the farmors of this country, or any
other soction of the producers of this country—
the miners, for instance—are going to free thom-
selves from the oxactions of the unnecessary middle-
man, they must do it by co-operation. This party
will not quarrel with such a courae, though I must
confoss that the consideration I have reccived
from private firms is as good as that which [ have
received from the Westralian Farmers.,, some-
times even better. Be that as it may, the
principle cmbodied in the Bill of giving the farmer,
through a system of co.operation, the right to
handle, and if necessary market, his own com.
modity, is a principle with which no believer in
co-operation can disagree ; and therefore, I do not
propose to disagree with it. I feel that in adopting
that attitude 1 am truly interpreting the principles
of hon. members on this side.

Mr. Munsic: Of every one of them.

Mr. TROY : If hon, members on this side dis-
agres with the Bill at all, it is becauso they cannot
help feeling suspicious when thoy read the ** Pri-
mary Producor” and when they resd reports of
conferences by membera attended by members of
the Country party. It is the suspicion of political
influence beine used in recard to measures of this
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kind thet canses opposition, I am not going to
say that the operstions of the Scheme lasf year
were altogether satisfactory. I do not consider
they were, I know of numerous instances in
which the Schemo operated mosi unsatisfactorily
at unattended sidings where farmers were com-
elled to put their wheat in the sidinge and it waa
eft for a month or two months before it could be
weighed, I have already conaulted the Westralian
Farmers regarding that omission, and the satisfac-
tory reply has been given that the farmer can send
his wheat into the local depot and have it weighed,
being allowed 1s. per ton for that work. An un.
pleasant feature of the Scheme last year was
brought forward by the member for North-Easé
Fremantle (Hon. W. €. Angwin), It was proved
beyond question before the Royal Commission
that a number of sub-agents and lesser agents had
been sweated through having accepted work at
rates which were not fair and reagonable, 1 am
not ready to support a pringiple which, though
standing on lofty ground, introduces sweating into
its operation, Some time ago, when speaking to a
body of farmers, I told them that I would not
support the proposal if I found that they were
not giving fair and reasonable treatment to every
man concerned in the handling of the wheat.
There is no question the Westralian Farmers
Limited would be well advised, and the farmers’
representatives in Parliament would be well ad-
vised, to see that as little as possible of this sub-
letting 18 done, and to see that the men who do
the actual work reccive the actual pay. I un-
hesitatingly aay thet the vicious principle which
the Westralian Farmers, Limited, have adopted of
taking the middle man’s profit has been evidenced
in the report of the Royal Commission, Theas
are defects in the Scheme which any
fair minded man must condemn, I hope, for
the sake of the principles the Bill etends for,
that these sweating conditions will net bo per.
mitted in future, If they are it must be remem-
bered that the day is coming when changes will be
made and another Government will sit in office,
a Government which will not toleratc the imposi-
tion of unfair conditions, In regard to the grist-
ing conditions, I cannot help feeling that in con-
nection with the last agreement the millers were
on a very happy footing. In fact, it appears to
me that the Scheme provides that every person
who handles the whest, or supplics bags, or mach-
inery, or superphosphate, shall get his share of
the profit, while the producer gets no profit, but
has to suffer any losses, BSo, too, the poultry
farmer, the dairy farmer and the pig raiser get no
congideration whatever. The man in the City hag
to pay 6s. and 79, a bushel for wheat. The Scheme
provides that every man handling the wheat shall
be allowed his profit, but that the farmer himself
and the general community have to carry the
burden, If the miller and the merchant are en-
titled to their profita in & country where the people
are standing behind the wheat Scheme, why should
not the rest of the community get some consider-
ation likewise ¥ The member for Subiace (Mr,
Brown) said that the millers had done well for the
Pool. It is admitted that they rendered service
to tho Pool ; but they were entitled to give their
services without undue profit, The farmer has to
give his services without undue profit, whereas the
miller got a profit far above what he could have
gecured under ordinary conditions. I am amazed
that a Government out to probect the producers,
and & party represented in that Government should
allow o Minister to make an aocreament with tha

1575

miilers which gave the milters such enormoue
profits, to the disadvantage of those whom the
Minister represents,

Mr. Broun; How could we help it ?

Mr. Griffiths: You want us to use political
influence, :

Mr. TROY : Since the Government control
the Scheme and are acting in the interesta of all
the people, it is their place to use political in-
fivence. It was the duty of the Minister to tell
the millers, * Unless you accept a fair rate for
gristing, we will take over the mills” It has
been done practically everywhere else. The
whole of the policy of the Government hag been
t0 allow every middle man to get his profit at
the expense of the community and of the farmers,
If the millers made & big profit, they should not
have been allowed to make it. They could never
have got the satisfactory agreement they did
get had it not been by the will of the Government,
and particularly the will of the Minister, who
represents in ancther place the interests of the
farmers. So the Government and Country party
must take the blame, Had a Labour Govern-
ment been in office they would have taken action
in the matter. In the Bill the Minister provides
an agreement which is a considerable modifieation
of that of last year. This is evidenco that the
millers could have gristed the wheat at & lesser
cost than they have done, and that the Govern.
ment could have compelled them to do so with-
out any injustice whatever. If the millers are
entitled to a special profit because they grist in
war time, the worker in the mill is also entitled
to & similar profit, particularly as the commodity
is owned by the nation and financed by the nation.
I will support the second reading, because I sup-
port the principle of co-operation wherever it
oxists, So long as that principle is removed from
any suapicion of political influence, it cannot and
will not be opposed by members on this sidle, We
are not sttached to any commereial interest, and
we will not stand for any particular institution
receiving favours because of the influence it has
on the Parliament of the country. Cenerally, I
give my strongest support to the Bill.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [4-24]: I do not
propose to expose myself to interjectiona from mem-
bers that this is a subject I know nothing about.
But I know a little about reading, and I propose
to read & few extracts from tho report of the Royal
Commission which appear to be rather inconsis-
tent with the speeches made by some hon., mem-
bers, On page 89, in the evidence of Robert
Shaw Mitehell Paton, officer in charge of the
Wheat Scheme at North Wharf, Fremantle, the
witness says—

When they loaded the * Kangaroo’' I made

a careful inspection under the wharf and esti-

mated that they lost approximately nine tons of

wheat in the river, In one spot there was a

mound of wheat four feet in depth on the bed

of the foreshore mlongsido the embanlkment.

The Westralian Farmers claim that they and
they alone look after the interests of the farr-
cre. Do you think their loading of the ¢ Kan-
garoe™ wae in accordance with that elsim?

—No, my candid opinion is that the Wes-

tralian Farmers have not served the farmers

well, .

Here are some further statementa by the witneas
in answer 0 questions,—

You think that what they look after is their

ovwn commercial interesta '-—Yer With tham
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the farmer has been & pretty small pehble on
the bceach,

They have been acting similarly to other pri-
vate acquiring agents ¥—No, I would not say
that. Taken as a whole the inefficiency of the
Westralian Farmers has been greater than that
of any other acquiring agent. That ia my
candid opinion,

I notice you drew Mr., Taylor's attention to
this loss 2—VYes,

Have you ever seen such a quantity of wheat
a3 that in the water for which any other agent
waa responsible 2—Never to such a great extent.
The Westralian Farmers were more noted than
any other firm for their insufficicney of labour,
and for the undue peroentage of boys employed.
Possibly they thought they could work the
business cheaper than other people could. The
desire may have Loen all right in tho first in-
stance, the desirc to economise, but the result
was very congiderahly short of the mark,

You mean that the losses were greater because
of the insufficicney and ineffisiensy of labour ?—
Through their having employed insufficient and
inefficiont labour the losses have beon greater
throughout the whole State.

Do you think that the want of experience in
handling of wheat hes becen & contributing
factor 7—In gome instances, yes. In other
instances, so long as their own special end of
the stick was looked after I do not think they
cared much about the cther fellow, Tosses were
made at tho time I was re-conditioning a large
qusntity of wheat in “ E* shed on the South
Wharf, If my very earncst requests and in-
atructions had been carried out by the Wes.
tralian FParmers, Limited, the Pool losses would
have beon considerably minimised. Some of
the wheat was 30 seriously demaged that it should
niever have beon lifted up to the truck. A first
loas should have been made there and then, and
it should have heen dumnped or sold as fertiliser,
Instcad of that being done, it was rebagged.

Were many agents operating ?—There were
Darling & Son, Jos. Bell & Co, and the
Westralisn Farmers, There was nothing from
Droyfus & Co. or Dalgety’s. The wheat from
the Westralian Farmers produced the worst
results of the lot.

Did a lorger quantity come {rom the
Westralion Fatmers *—1 should like to sce the
figures beforo answering that, Off hand T
should say, yes, "TTheir wheat was generally
in & worse condition, and little eare had been
taken t0 protectit, Where in other instances
some attempt had been made to carty out my
instruotions, the Westralinn Farmers absolutely
flouted them, They went for weight alone,

It was pointed out to Mr. Paton by the Com-
mission that the farmers had a surplus of 14,000
bushels and the chairman went on to ask—** This
bad wheat would be included in the amount of
wheat delivered and so counted in with the whole.”
Mr, Paton replied—

I have wheat on the wharf now from the
Weoatralian Farmers, Ltd., which Mr. Taylor
maintained a fortnight back waa in all pro-
bability sound, aweet, swoepings when put on
the truck, although trucks came in to us shected,
You cennot make bark, chips, and gravel into
aweot whoat. It stinke to this day. When the
shects were removed by myself in orler to let
the air in between the showars, the contents of
the truck smolt like a stable.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That i3 wheat whichk had been carefully trucked
and sheeted down and shifted to Iremantle, and
it was supposed to be sweet without comments
having been mede by the schemo officials. Tt is
a good thing that we have sn offfesr like Mr.
Mitehell Paton who said, “ 1 will not allow this
kind of stuff to go through,” and who declared
that the contents of the truck smclt like a stable.
The next paragraph also is worth quoting. Mr.
Paton was asked whether the wheat was still there
and he ‘replied—
Yes, it i3 aweeter to-day than it was then.
1 have it there awaiting instructions as to what
to do with it.

Then comes somothing that we cannot get away
from. We find from the evidence that the sub-
manager, Mr. Stirling Taylor, claimed that that
wheat was a marketable commodity. Wheat
which smelt like a stable, Mr. Taylor declared was
a markotable commodity. Mr. Paton went on
to say— .
I invited Mr. Taylor to send a buyer for it
and he said ho would do so. Two or three daya
after T rang him up to inguire if ho had & buyer
to send along, but he told me he had taker no
further interest in the matter sinco ho left the
wharf. This rubbish is still on the wharf.
Here we have tho sub-manager of the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., in the frst instance deliberatoly
misrepresenting the position and after being
convinced beyond ell shadow of doubt by our
officials that this was rubbish he disposes of it by
sale. He doclared—"I will find a buyer for it.
You people do not know your business but I do
and I will ind a buyer.” Subsequontly, however,
when taxed again ho said he had taken no further
interest in it. Tho buyer did not come along.
A nice admission for a general managor of & big
concern to make. I am not going to lay mysclf
open to comment on the part of my friends on
my right, but I do say that there has been
some extraordinary inconsistency. We have heard
the Westralian Farmers, I.td., sulogised to such an
extent that ono would think they were perfection,
Wo have even a member of the Commission holding
them up as being no worse than any other firm.
If the other firms are a3 bad as the Westraliam
Farmers, Ltd., no wonder thoe farmers have made
losses. I am surprised at the momber for Beverley
complimenting the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., after
the way they catrried out last year's work and in
the face of such damning evidence as that which
I have quoted. I am perfoetly disinterested in
the matter and I only wish to call attention to the
evidence ag being dircctly opposite to what has been
stated by the members of the Country party.
There is an extraordinary discropancy that should
be explained. When stinking rubbish only fit
for a stable can be sent down to Fremantle tho
position gets beyond my comprehension. Any
business man is justified in exprossing his opinion
on a matter like this. I do not care whether it
is wheat or wool, it is a damnablo shame to think
that the public monoy should be wasted in this
way. I deplore the fact that other members of
the Country party have not taken a little more
interest in their institution by placing men in
charge of it who are capsble and competent. With-
out detracting from the mcrita of the oxecutive
officers at present in charge in any way, I havo to
bear in mind the fact that some few years ago
the present managing director of the Westralian
Farmere, Ltd., occupied & very ordinary position
in His DMajesty’s post oftice. (Interruption.}
I will repeat what I have said for tho bensfit of
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the member for Williams-Narrogin, hut I ssy so

without detracting from the capability or the
repufation which Mr. Stirling Taylor may have.
I cannot forget the fact that thizs man who now
is positively handling millions of monoy was a
post office official some years age. (Interruption.)
In spite of the interruptions of hon. members I
elaim that Mr. Taylor is not possessed of that
experience which is necessary for the handling
and control of a scheme which involves the ex-
ponditure of 5o much money. On the othor hand
we have his licutenant who was only a little while
back an insurance agent. Those gentlemen took
overy good care not to have men of experience
ahout them, men who would not send stuff smelling
like & stable to Frementle. It is my opinion that
Mr. Taylor was responsible for sending this refuse
to the coaat. (Tntercuption.)

Mr. SPEAKER : Will the hon. member ploase
resume his geat. This continued interruption
from the cross benches must cease. Hon. members
will have an opportunity of speaking at a lator stsﬁe
and then they may reply to the remarks of the
member for Reebourne,

Mr, TEESDALE: Mr. Taylor is a very great
friond of mine. I knew him years before the
Country party ever heard of gim and I have
nothing to say against his reputation, but I say
that to have such a man in charge of a big con-
cern is & positive farce. He may be all
right in his vocation as & manager of =
company, but to control a scheme like this
requires & oaptain of industry, a man of ex-
perience, and the Government should have sesn
to it that they had a man in charge who knew
something about the work before they handed over
to the Westralian ¥armers the control of thia
buge scheme, I say nothing as to whether they
are better or worse than other agents, but the
Government should have seen that the farmera
bad a fair run for their moncy. That is not
taking place to-day when we find that refuse
is being trucked to Fromantle as wheat. I con-
sider that tho member for Boverley was & little
uncharitable and ungrateful when he referred to
the fact that the mining industry had received
considerable assistance. If the mining industry
had received the backing and support that the
farming indusiry has had, up to date, the State
I am sure would be in a lot better position than it
is at the present time. The hon. member waa very
ungrateful in inviting comparisions betweon the
two industrics and the manner in which they had
been treated by past Governments. Tf the mining
industry had had the same opportunities that
farming has had we shonld be in a much better
position at the preseat timo, although we are told
that wheat and wool has saved the country.
T wish wo had sport half the money that we havo
lost on wheat in backing the mining industry
in Western Australia.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.40]: I have
listened with a great deal of interest to the
previous speakers, last night and this aftee-
noon. 1 remember on one occasion after I
had made a speech in this House the Lhen
Premier of the day, Mr. Secaddan, after
commenting on some of my remarks looked
across the House, waved his hand at me and
said, ‘‘Does not the member for York re-
member that the late John Darling left over
a million sterling and that that mouny was
made mostly out of farmer’s wheat.”’

Mr, Brown: Not a bit of it; it was made
R T
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Ar, GRIFPITHES: Mr, Beaddan added that
at some future time the farmers’ reproscuta-
tives and the farmers themselves would walke
up, and he strongly adjured ng to wake up.

Tloun. P. Collier: Very unsuccessfully,

Mr., GRIFTITHS: By the way the leader
of the Opposition has hean speaking he
wants to elaim that we have been very wido
awake. The farmers have awakened and they
have followed the lead of the Lahour party
who believe in eo-operation, We followed
their example, The leader of the Opposition
afforded uws .a quarter of an hour’s great
amusement last evening when he spoke, and
we find that he filled & gap in this morning’s
paper whiclh was cuused by the absence of
news from the Western Front. I am sure
hon. members’ enjoy his remarks, but it
seems rather extraordinary that he should
say of the Country party that they had heen
using political influenee, that they had some-
one behind pulling the strings at the confer-
cnce. I may tell him that at that confereace
we passed certain loyal resolutions, How
abont the other conference which was hald
at the Savoy hotel? TPeople who live in
glass houses should not throw stones.

Mr. Tamhert: On a point of order. Are
von, Mr. Speaker, going to allow this non-
senge to go on. What reference is there in
the hon., member’s remarks to wheat hand-
ling?

Mr. Malev: Ts the member for Conlzardie
in order in asking you, Mr, 8peaker, whether
you are going to allow what he ealls non-
sense to continue?

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for York is
in order.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Ohjection is taken to
remarks by those hon. members who take so
badly tn heart what is said ahout them, but
last night did they not rub it into us?

Hon. P. Collier: Go for your life.

Mr. GRITFITHS: T will, and it will take
a hetter man than the leader of the Opposi-
tion to bluff me.

Mr. Munsie: Say straight ont what yon
mean. You have not said it up to date

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Hon. memhers opposite
believe in co-operation., We have that from
one of their members here.

Mr. Mungie: We helieved in it long before
you evor thonght of it

Mr, GRTFITTTES: Honr. members opposite
will wake up directly.

Mr. Munsie: 8o we did.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: Then whv are hon.
memhers squealing out against John Darling
& Son, Lounis Drevfns, James Bell & Co,, and
the rest of them?

Mr. Munsie: Who is?

Mr, GRITFITHS: T am sare that the peco-
ple who represent these firms here would he
delighted with the utterances which fell
from the lips of members on the other side
of the House lnst night.

Mr, Lutey: Is John Darling the only alter-
native?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Country party

mombers are here beecause they believe in
ar acarabian aned Fhat g ona Aaf Fhie watwrg ant
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for the farmer, We also believe that Ly eco-
operating we are going to lift these people
out of the slough of despond inte which
they have fallen, and assiet them in getting
rid of the heavy load that is now resting
upon their backs.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: By sweating other
people.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: T agree with the Royal
Commission that sub-letting should mnot he
allowed, and hope that something will he
done to stop it. The recommendation of the
Royal Commission is right and just. We do
not want anything that is unjust. We only
want a fair thing. I am sure the leader of
the Opposition when speaking last night had
his tongue in his cheek. I suppose politics
iz a game of ins and outs.

Mr. Munsic: He worked up the Country
party.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We are fighting for
what we believe in, Members opposite are
not fighting for what they believe in when
they say they are up against co-operation
in one breath and that they are in favour of
it in the next.

Hon. P. Collier:’ We are in favemr of it,
but not your brand of it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: My brand is that which
has a stamp upon it of the Farmers and Set-
tlers’ Association, who have founded these co-
operative societies.

Hon. P. Collier:
mandeering:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tf that is what the mem-
ber for Hannans and the member for Boulder
look upen as true co-operation then I dis-
agree with them. The leader of the Op-
position said they had had nething from the
Country party, that we were supposed to be
dumb, We arc not so dumb as we look.

- Mr. Munsie: We had hard work to get you
to take it on.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We stood back for the
moment to give the leader of the Opposition
a chance. He made some remarks as to not
knowing where this eo-operative movement
would end. He drew a pieture of the dire
effecta which thia movement would have be-
cause of the monopoly it enjoyed, and he did
not know where we were all going.

Mr. Jones: Ts there co-operation in Sas-
katchewan?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member always
iries to be funuy. Perhaps if we could getv
the people of the State to recalise what a
farsceing country, such as this, is doing in
that direction, and in the direction of 1'feing
the primary industry out of the slough of
despond, mueh good Would result.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are doing it
there on their own responsibility, and are
not getting the Government to do it.

Hon. P. Collier: And =are finding the
money themselves.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The leader of the Op-
position does not know what he is talking
about, The farmers there find 15 per eent.
of the money for the co-operative business,
and the Government find 85 per cent.

Sweating and com-

[ASSEMBLY. |

. Hon, W. €. Angwin:
the money.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: On 20 yoara terms.
Hon. W, C. Angwin: At five per cent.
Mr., GRIFFITHS: What is wrong with
that? In the Canadian dominions they have
a co-operative organisation branch attached
to the Agricultural Department. This en-
courages the movement by lectures and by
advice, and by sending out experts to assist
in the work of organisation, and, in addition,
by hard cash. Theose countries are really doing
what the Premier, at Moora, told us the Gov-
ernment were out to do. I helieve the Gov-
ernment are trying to cencourage the little
infant of co-operation in this country to
the end it may become a real help to the com-
munity. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle made a most impressive address last
night, On several points he showed that he
wns better informed than many of those
who arc connected with the forming indus-
try. One thing was said, namely, that the
various sheds which are being built are com-
ing out of the farmers’ wheat, and that =
pum of £38,000 was paid last year to the
millers more than abould have been paid.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was only repeating
what the Attorney General said.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A few thousand pounds
here or there will not matter. There are
losses from mice, weevil and wet, whieh
make up a grand total. Onc hears these
wild and woolly gentlemen from the North-
West delighting themselves by stirring up
things as they have done this evening. They
make a lot of wild statements, and when
gsomething is said about the farmers not
paying their water rates they cheerfully chip
in with the remark, ‘‘They have never paid
anything yet.’’

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member in ques-
tion did not bring this in on this debate.
The hon. member cannot refer to a previons
debate.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It iy said that farmers
are not paying their debts. We see thia eon-
atant leakage which is going on, and these
engrmons losses, and have these men, Who
know nothing about is saying, **Why do we
not pay our debts?’'’ Is it any wonder that
the farmers cannot pay tbeir debts when
this waste of money is going onf¥ True, the
waste i8 not so bad in this country as it is
in South Australia, where the condition of
the wheat is deplorable. Wi are asked to en-
courage immigration and to put men on the
land. In one area between Tammin and
Jennaberring, only two small agrieuttural
areas, there are 17 one thousand acre farms
vacant, a few becavee of the cnlistment of
the holders, but the great bulk because of the
impossibility of the men carrying on and
their being obtiged to throw their farms on to
the hands of the Government. There are be-
tween 800 and 900 farma on the hands of
the Government or the Industries Assistance
Board or the Agricultura] Bank. What is to
be the end of the men concerned?

They are lending
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Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill deals with
wheat marketing and not with the general
policy of land settlement.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We ask men to ¢ome
into tle wheat growing industry, but when
these things are going on we have no fair
ground to go upon. I cannot recommend any
man to grow wheat under the present con-
ditions,

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill does not deal
with the production of wheat, but the mar-
keting of wheat. Will the hon. member con-
fine bimself to the guestion?

Mr, GRIFFTTHS: 1If hon. members would
take a trip down the 8wan at any time they
would see palatial recsidences on the banks
of the river. To whom do these residences
belong? They do not belong to the timber
getter, the shearer, the miner, or the out-
back wheat grower. They belong to the in-
suran¢e agent——

Hon. P. Collier: Ave you referring to Mr.
Murray?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: To the banker, to the
implement maker, and to the merchant. These
are the people who are making money out of
the wheat, and not the men who are grow.
ing it. ¢

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Westralian Far-
mers, Ltd., included.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T heard the hon. member
say last night that this firn made 1214 per
cent,

Fon. W. . Angwin: I said the co-operative
rocigties did.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If the co-operative socie-
tics are making this profit, and are doing
the handling of the wheat cheaper than has
been done by any of these handling firms in
the past, ag well as deing it cheaper than it
je done in the Fastern States, what did those
people make before the Westralian Farmers,
[.td., tonk over thc handling of the wheat?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The price has gone up.

Mr. GRTFFTTHS: The momber for North-
East TFremantle said that the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd.,, were nine or ten months behimd
with their work. T chould like to know what
ground he has for stating that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Would you like to
know?

. Mr, GRIFFITHS: I will tell the hon. mem-
her.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T can tell you,

Mr, GRIFFIPAHS: They were up to datc
with their work, There was certain work, the
moving of a certain quantity of wheat at o
certain time, and they asked the Scheme if
they could keep their staff employed and carry
on the work until the beginning of the coming
wheat season, without putting these mon off,

Hon, W. €. Angwin: That has nothing to
do with it; we were dealing with certificates.

Mr. QRTFFITHS: Then T was barking up
the wrong tree. The member for Roebourne
(Mr. Tecsdale) made some referemca to the
‘“muek’’ in the wheat at Fremantle,

Mr. Tecsdale: I said it was,in the evidence;
be very eareful

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am always careful with
the hon. member, On what ground does e
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make swtch 2 statemeut? ¥las be any superior
knowlicdge and information to that possessed
by other hon. members? Does he know more
about the evidence that was taken before the
Royal Commission than the member for Subi-
aco (Mr. Brown), the member for Avon (Mr,
Barrison), or the member for North-East Ire-
mantle?

Mr. Teesdale: e can read as well as they
ean.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Then I am sure the hon.
gentiemen who compose that commission must
have sadly neglected their duty.

Hon. P, Collier: They have not denied that
evidence,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: They have said that these
people have not done the work better than any-
one else could do it. The Westralian Farmers,
Ltd,, took over the management of the scheme
without having had any practical experience
beforehand. To-day they are doing the work
quite as well, and not worse than those firms
which have been doing it for scores of years.

Mr. Johnston: Better.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Not better,

Mr. GRIFPITIIS: Certainly not worse, and
that is a compliment te pay to them.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: It could be done bet-

ter.

Mr, Pickering: By the State.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Or by private people if
they wished to do it.

Mr. Pickering: True.

Alr. GRIFFITIIS: I do not intend to go
over the whole matter. I think L have said
saflicient to show that, so far as this co-opera-
tive movement is concerned, I believe the Gov-
ernment are trying to encourage it. 1 believe
that had it not been for the measure of en-
couragement given to it by the Government
things would have been in sueh a position that
the Eastern firms, which were making enor-
mous profits ever there, would have been able
to come in here for one or two seasons, and
go undercnt the prices that they would have
been able to get the contract. I support the
second reading of the Bill.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[6.0]: The debate on this Bill affords an illns.
tration nf the manner in which some members
of this House on every occasion make the ques-
tion of the marketing of 'wheat the basis of
an attack on the members of the Country
party and on the Westralinn Farmers, Ltd.
Tt nppears to me that those members are seek-
ing to tonvey to the public an impression that
the Weatralian Farmers have received from
the Government, through politieal influence,
some benefit to which they are not entitled;
whereas, in fact, that is not the case at all
Weo know, further, that the Government stand
arvaigned on a charge that they have fallen
short of their duty to the wheat growers in
not accepting the Reyal Commission’s recom-
mendation that the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
who are the acquiring agents, should have fur-
ther powers in regard to the handling of the
wheat. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin; The Royal Commis-
sion never recommended that.
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Mr. JOEHNSTON: I have here a eopy of the
report, signed by the hon. gentleman, contain-
ing that recommendation,

Hon, W, C. Anpgwin:
the Westralian Farmers,
granted further powers?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Recommending that the
acquiring agents should be granted further
powers; and in this case the acquiring agents
are the Westralian Farmers. The Commission
place as seecond in importance the following
recommendation to the Government:—

That in future acquiring agreements the
agents be responsible not only for the ae-
quiring of wheat but alzo for its care and
protection up to and including delivery and
stacking inte the sheds and depots or sid-
ings, such work to be carried out nnder the
supervigion of the Scheme.

Since that interim report was made, or else
about the time it was made, the Westralian
Tarmers were cortainly appointed aecquiring
agents for the Scheme. These facts do not
entitle ns, as representatives of the wheat
growers, to fail in our duty of urging on the
Government that this rccommendation should
be carried into effect, in the interesta of the
wheat growers. Simply because the Westra-
Man Farmers happened to be the acquiring
agents, hon. gentlemen rise here and say that
we are not advocating the adoption of this
recommendation in the interests of our constit-
" uents, but in the interests of the Westralian
Farmers. As a maiter of fact, we are not do-
ing anything of the kind. Ag illustrating the
attacks made on members of the Country
party whenever the Wheat Marketing ques-
. tion ¢comes up for discussion, I need only refer
to the observations made last night by the
eminent member for Leonora (Mr. Foley),
who stated that Mr. Monger had asajd there
was not one man in the Country party with
the brains of a numbskall. I do not know
whether Mr, Monger did make that remark;
but I venture to say that he has never made
that remark about the Nntional Labonr party.

Mr, Foley: You do not deny that ke made
the remark?®

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not know whather
. he made it or not. T am not prepared to ac-
cept as a fact that he did make it, merely on
the hon. member’s assuranee.

Mr. Foley: Do you say that he did not make
it?

Mr. JOHNSTON: T de not know. [ say he
could not truly have made it concerning the
members of the National Labour party.

Mr. Foley: Do you deny that he made that
remark?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hor. member
must discuss the Bill, and not Mr. Monger,
We have heard enough of Mr. Monger, I
think.

My, JOONSTON: Reflections have becn cast
on the gentleman who signed the agreement,
Mr. Basil Murray, the managing director of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd. We are told
that Mr. Murray is a mere insurance agent.
But, since this Housze is about to eonfirm an
agreement with Mr. Basil Murray as managing
director of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., may

Recommending that
Ltd.,, should be
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I point out that that gentleman in two years’
open competition with all the other firms op-
erating here worked up the business of the
Westralian Farmers to such an extent that
they reccived four-ninths of the wheat of
Western Australia. That is to say, the people
who grew the wheat, and who had the right
the year before last to place it with whom
they liked, gave it to Mr. Basgil Murray’s com-
pany to the extent of mearly one-half the
vear’s ¢rop. And that was in open competi-
tion with the other firms.

Mr, Foley: It was not open competition at
all.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Very great credit is due
to Mr. Murray for having worked up this busi-
ness so well, especially if, as some hon. mem-
bers have said, he started with little or no
experience in that particular line. Moreover,
the Royal Commission—a Commission not sym-
pathetie to the Country party, a commission
whose personnel included only oue representa-
tive of the Country party

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What do you mean hy
saying that the Commissiofi were not sympn-
thetie to the Country party?

Mr. JOHNSTON: That they were not sym-
pathetie to our co-operative movement.

Hon. W, . Angwin: Nonsehse!

Mr. JOHNSTON: The report of the Royal
Commission says—

As far as its investigations have ex-
tended to date, the Commission cannot find
that the work of acquiring agents has hecn
performed either Dbetter or worse by the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,, than by any of
the other four firms operating with them in
the handling of the 1016-17 harvest.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We were not inquiring
into the Country party, but only into the
Wheat Marketing Seheme.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Bnt I am replying to the
criticiams of the wmember for Leonora on the
managing director of the Westralisn Farmers,
Ltd., I am replying to the unwarranted reflec-
tions east on the Country party and on Mr.
Basil Murray. The reason for the attaek is
a mere aftermath of the recent Swan election.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will eon-
fine himself to the Bill, and let Mr. Murray
and the Swan election alone.

Mr. JOENSTON: Then we come to the
attack of the member for Reoebourne (Mr.
Teesdlale), which may be adequately anawered
from the report of the Royal Commission. At
the sanme time, I have some facts relating to
the evidence of this man Paton.

Mr. Tecsdale: ‘‘This man Paton.'’ Why
do you not call him ‘‘the officer in charge’’$

Hon. P. Coltier: '¢Mr. Basil Murray?’; ¢¢this
man Paton.’’

Hon. J. Mitchell: He is 2 good man,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not doubt that he
has ability, but he is an employee of the old
firms, and he was always antagonistic to the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Hon. P. Collier: \here iz the evidence of
that? .

Hon. W, {. Angwin: Mr. Paton gave his
evidence freely and openly.
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Mr. JOHNSTON: Since that attack was
made, we have had the opportunity of making
inquiries, and we find that the Westralian
Farmers were merely handling at the wharf,
in this eonnection, the refuse sent down from
old stacks, stacks from which the good wheat
bad been shipped away by the other firms in
the previous year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Wrong again.

Hon. P. Collier: Who gave you that in-
formation ¢

Mr. JOENSTON: It came from the Westra-
lian Farmers.

Hon. P. Colliar: That is their contention.

Mr., JOHNSTON: I am asssured that the
wheat which was the subjeet of that evidence
is refuse a8 I have stated.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a funny thing they shifted
it down, if it was refuse.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am pgiving the reply
with which I have been furnished to that ecvi-
dence. If the position is as serious as the
member for Rocbourne makes it out to be,
why did not the Royal Commission report on
it? After hearing that evidence, the Royal
Commission reported that the handling of the
wheat by the Westralian Farmera had been as
satisfactory as the handling done by the other
firms. The Westralian Farmers represent the
growers and the owners of the wheat, and are
doing their very best for those owners and
growers.

Hon. P. Collier: By sending that stoff down$

Mr. JOANSTON: I put it to the hon. gen-
tleman, who I know believes in the principle
of co-operation, that since these co-operative
societies have been established by the wheat
growers themselves, and since. their share-
holders comprise practically the whole of the
wheat growers, or at all events the great
majority of the wheat growers, in the State,
there is no reason why they should not have
the right to handle their own produet through
their own company. That ig a principle which
I think any member of any party in this
Houge might fairly be asked to subseribe to.

Mr. Foley: Why should a lot of insurance
people batten on the wheatgrowers, taking
from them a profit as middlemen®

Mr. JOHNSTON: If such a condition of
affairs as deseribed by the member for Roe-
bourne obtains anywhere in a small way, I
am certain that the Scheme inspectors, co-
operating with the Westralian Farmers’ in-
spectors, will see that it is remedied as speedily
ag possible, I do contend, however, that it is
not fair, in view of this report, to accept
that irolated piece of evidence as in any way
affording a general eriterion of the manage-
ment of the Westralian ¥armers. The ome
eriticism T, as representative of a large wheat
growing district, have heard passed on the
agreement, is that the agreement does not go
as far as was recommended by the Reyal
Commission. The members of this House and
the people of this eountry are entitled to know
absolutely from the Government why they do
not aceept the Royal Commission’s second
recommendation, namely, that the handling of
the farmers’ wheat should be done right into
the depdt by the acquiring agents. Wherever
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I go, throughout the country, I am asked by
my constituents and others why this recom-
mendation has not been carried into effect.

The Attorney General: I told you about
that,

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is very diffieuit for us,
as representatives of the farmers, to justify
our having sat here quietly and never made
any move in the direction of baving that re-
commendation earried into effect.

Mr. Foley: Why should you use your politi-
cal influence here for the benefit of the
Farmers’ and Settlers’ Association and of the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.?

Mr. JOHNSTON: We are using our in-
fluence in the interests of the growers of the
wheat, whon we represent here. The Commis-
sion bave reported from the standpoint of the
growers of the wheat, [ take it, also having
regard to the interests of the State of Western
Australia, I have already mentioned that there
was only one member of the Country party,
and only one direct representative of the pro-
dueing interests, on that Reyal Commission.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I say there were five
representatives of the producing interests on
that Royal Commission.

Mr.. JOUNSTON: No. I say the other
members of the commission were fair, open-
minded men. We give them the credit of
desiring the Government to sccept their re-
commendations. 1 do not know what higher
recognition we, as representatives of the wheat
growers, conld accord te the value of the
report and to the earnest and arduous work of
the members of that Royal Commigsion than
to say that when their work is ¢omsummated
and we have their definite recommendations,
we expect thosc definite recommendations to
be carried into effect if possible. As to whether
they are carried into effect by the Executive
Board to he appointed, or by the Government,
we do not eare. The point that we do em-
phasise to hon, members of this House ia that
we, as representatives of the wheat growers,
fecl that we would be lacking in our duty if
we remained silent whilst the Government de-
partments still handle the wheat into the depdts
contrary to the recommendation of the Royal
Commission. We have heard a good deal about
the principle of dual control.

itting cusponded from 6.15 ill 7.30 p.m.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Before tea I made clear
the point that as a representative of the
wheat-growers and a member of the Coun-
try party I wish the Royal Commission’s re-
commendation No. 2 to be carried into effect,
‘We look on this as only a step in the march
of progress. The aim of the wheat-growers
is, by co-operative effort, not only to ship
their wheat from the State themsclves through
their own company, but to market it in the
markets of the world by co-operative ecffort,
The farmers’ aims in this respect onght to be
made clear, not only in the House but throngh-
out the State. The co-operative movement is
growing. We have over 90 branches in thig
State alone, and we do not intend to bulld up
fresh millions for Darlings, Dalgetys, or Drey-
fus & Co., but to do the work purselves through
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our own compauies owned by the produeers.
This may hurt hon. members like the member
for Roebourne, whose attack on Mr. Stirling
Taylor. I regret very much, Mr. Stirling Tay-
lor, like many of us, has risen from the ranks,
and I admire him for it. It is from the ranks
that those captains of industry in America,
to whom the hon. member referred, have come,
and if Mr. Stirling Taylor is not yet a captain
of industry he is at least an energetic, capable,
and trustworthy mangger with large business
experience, and is an honourable man, T re-
gret exceedingly that the big priceiples of
wheat wmarketing dealt with in the measure
conld not be discussed in this Chamber with-
out the introduction of a mnote of that kind,
which I think is unworthy of the hon. mem-
ber. I have said that the farmers intend to
handle their own wheat from the field to the

" markets of the world through their own co-

operative companies, and I say that the feel-

- ing of the farmers at present, so far as I can

ascertain it by personal contact with them, is
one of surprise, disappointment, and dismay
that - the Government have not definitely an-
nounced that they are prepared to go as far
as is recommended by the Royal GCommission,
The farmers remember the commendation of
the Premier of their co-operative efforts, not
only in his' poliey apecch delivered at Moora,
but also on rcpeated occasions since then; and
thero is canse for wonder when we remember
that the Government did not in this very

. agrcement incorporate the recommendation of

«be the Westralian Farmers Litd.

*the Royal Comwission that the bandling as

far as the depots should be in the hands of the
acquiring agent, who in this case happens to
But, repre-

. senting the growers, I say that no matter
- which acquiring agent had been chosen by the
. Government, the recommendation of this im-

-corporated in the agreement.

partial Royal Commission should have been in-
We remember

- the slogan of the Premicr at the elections, pro-

* duge, produce, produee,

His appeal was made

* to the farmers in the name of loyalty to the

- 8tate and to the Empire.

The Premicr: The tronble is to find money
for this.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I will refer to that later.
We wish the Government to proteet the in-
tercsts of the public treasury, and we claim
that that is being done in the Eastern States
to-day, in Vietoria and, I believe, in South
Australia by the acquiring agents who, on he-
half of the Government and the Wheat Pool,
are in those States handling the wheat right
through the depots to the ship’s side.  The
appeal to the farmers fo produce, produce, pro-
duce was made in the name of loyalty to the

. State and to the Empire, and I venture to say

it was patriotically answered by the farmers.
The farmers did produce the wheat under
eostly eonditions imposed by the war, They

_were foreced to pay inflated prices for all

their requirements, and the wheat stacks heing
dealt with under thia measure are the result of
their patriotic response to the appenl of the
Premier to them to continue producing. It
was recognised by the farmers that the only
ehanes of savine tho industry under the then
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conditions was the establishment of the Wheat
Pool, and that the handling and marketing of
the wheat should be done as economically as
possible.

Hon. P. Collier: How can you say that,
seeing that the farmers opposed the establish-
ment of that Pool by the Government, and that
your association advised them to refuse to put
their wheat into the Pool?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I believe advice of that
kind was made by one or two individuals, but
I have yet to learn the name of one represen-
tative of a farming community in all Australia
who opposed the establishment of the Wheat
Pool.

Hon. P. Collier; The head of your associa-
tion advised the farmers not to put their wheat
into the Pool.

Mr. JOHNSTON: For my parg, I al-
ways supported the establishment of the Wheat
Peol under the conditions that then obtained,
and T believe the great volume of representa-
tive farmers’ opinion throughout the Common-
wealth, irrespective of party, worked together
to secure this result.

Hon. P. Collier: The Farmers and Settlers’
Association were strongly opposed to it.

Mr., JOINSTON: T nsk the hon, member to
remember that I was not at that tine a2s closely
associnted with that party as I am to-day.
Consequently, those facts do not reeur to my
mind.

Hon, P. Collier: We as a Government were
strongly opposed by those people to whom I
have referred.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I understood that on this
point throughout Australia there was a general
concensus of opinion

Hon. P, Collier: As usual, when a thing is
suceessful the Country party claim eredit for
it, even though they opposed it previously.

My, JOHNSTON: That is not so.
believe the hugh majority of the wheat-growers
in Australia favoured the Pool, and I give
eredit to the hon. members opposite who wero
associated with its establishment. I do say,
however, that since the Pool has been es-
tablished it has been recognised that it
should be run as cheaply as possible, that
every  unnccessury cxpense in  haudling
should be saved and that we should not have
this dual control at the depots. I hope the
Government will make a definite announce-
ment that they intend to allow the agent to
landle the wheat right through the depot.
Wa do not ask permission to handle anybody
else’s product, we do not ask permission to
make money out of any other section of the
community, but we do say. that the farmers,
throngh their co-operative societies, should
handle their own product right to the ship’s
side.

Mr. Foley: If the Government take away
the guarantee you can have it all

Mr. JOHENSTON: I will deal with that
presently. The farmers and the Government
have & common interest in getting the best
possible price for the wheat. The interests
of the State as mortgaree of the wheat
ought to be fully protected.

The Premier: T have a double interest in
epaine to that
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Mr. JOHNSTON: The Royal Commission
eondemned the system of dual econtrol cn-
tirely, but I fear there is still danger of that
gystem continning to operate, unless the
agreement is extended. I do not care for
the form of the executive hoard proposed in
the Bill. Tt appears to me the provision
that the Minister should he chairman is a
good one, but I think the hoard would be
quite large enough it it were composed of
the Minister and twe membhers clected hy
the wheat growers. We might eliminate the
provision for two other members to he nom-
inated at the hands of the Government, mem-
bers possibly representative rather of eom-
mereial intorests than of the growers.

The Attorney General: Suppose they eid
not agreef

Mr. JOHNSTON: There is o provision that
the Government retain control on the ques-
tion of finanee. At auwy rate there is bhut
little risk of the board not ngrecing. 1
helieve the Premier’s commendations of the
co-oparative cfforts of the farmers, repeated
on several occasions, were entirely sincere.
I do not believe they were uttered to please
his hearers at any time. That being so, T
look to the Premier and the Government
with confidence to earry the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission into effect.
What is the use of a Royal Commission, why
should the Btate bear the expense of a Royal
Commission, why should we ask the Commis-
sioners fo spend months in getting thorough
knowledge of the suhject and to give us ex-
cellent advice, if the recommendations of the
Commission are not to be carried into cffect?

Hon. P. Collier: They have not heen ac-
cepted; the contract has been made and signed.

Mr. JOHNSTON: We have seen a letter
published in the Press from the Government
saying that the matter is to be referred to
the executive board which it is proposed to
appoint,

Hon, P. Collier:

The Attorney General:
letter published?

Mr. JOHNSTON: In
ary Producer.’’

The Attorney General: There is- no such
letter. I challenge you to produce the **Pri-
mary Producer?’ with the letter in it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I only made the state-
ment, in reply to the interjection of the
leader of the Opposition. That, however, is
how T read the letter in that paper,

The Attorney General: T gave the inform-
ation which you read in that paper in my
second reading speech on the Bill last week.

Mr, SPEAKTER: The hon. member wmust
diseuss the Bill

Mr. JOHNSTON: I regret that the inter-
jeetion of the leader of the Opposition led
“n pway from the point. At any rate, the
Minister for Industries says that he made
that astatement when introducing the BRill,
and T am glad to find what T belicve appears
in the ‘‘Primary Producer’’ is confirmed by
the Minister in the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From the experience
of last year it would be dangerous to give
any other worlk outside this agreement.

That is information,
Where was that

last week’s ‘“Prim-
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Mr, JOHNSTON: 1f the recommendation
is not accepted are we to take it as an inti-
mation that outside inflnence or Press
dictation hus been respomsible for the Gov-
ernment not carrying this recommendation
into effect. [ hope the Government will tuke
such action when appointing nominees to the
hoard as will result in the interests of the
wheat growers being conserved in every pos-
sible direcetion. Wherever T go farmers com-
plain that their operations have been held up.
I have already said that in the Eaatern.
States the privilege—if it is a privilege—"
which I advoeate has been adopted. T ask’
members of the Opposition whether it would
not be a right, not a privilege, for the pro-,
ducers to handle their own produet from thc
farm to the ship?

Mr. Munsie: No one is objecting to tlml:..

Mr. JOUNSTON: I am glad to hear it

Hon. I Collier: It is only the Govern-?
ment who are objecting,

Mr. JOENSTON: This is not ineluded in
the agrecment.

Mr. Mungie: Why blame us; we did not
traft the agreement?

Mr. JOENSTON:
lon. member. .

Hon. P. Collicr: You are appealing to us.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Does not the leader of
the Opposition regard it as a right for the
producers to haudle their own produce right.
through,

Mr. Munsie: We do, but not by a limited
liability company.

Mr. JOUNSTON: It is true that the State
gtunds 1m the position of mortgagee on the
wheat, We admit that there is o mortgage.
The Pool and that mortgage wera not created,
in the interecsts of the farmers alone. The
Pool Lay heen of the utmout value to the
industry. 1t is keeping the industry of
wheat growing iu Western Australia alive,
and in fact throughout Australia, but at the .
same time the Pool was also necessary to
preserve the cxistence of this State and to
assist the Bmpire in its hour of need. We.
want the public interests to be protected by’
the Government in every way., We claim
that the Glovernment are capable of doing it -
equally as well as the Governments of Vie-
toria and South Australia, who permit prt-
vate firms to uet as acquiring agents to,
handle the wieat on Lehalf of the Pool, right -
to the ghip’s side for expert. I hope T made
it clear to the House that my only desire
is in the intcrests of the wheat producers, .
the men whom' I represent. Of course the ar-
gumncnt has been advanced in the House that
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. or other acquir
ing agents eannot do the work. For two
years in this State the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. have done this work, and other firms
have actually bandled the wheat to the !
ship’s side and exported it. Incidentally, T
may say they hestow that care on it that
only owners of a produet will give to it. Their
handling, the Royal Commission said, was as
good as that of anyone clse and it was
carried ont with greater economy. I have
only one final question to ask the Govern-

I am not blaming the’
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ment to answer, and it is whether the farmers
aré going to get that recognition for their co-
operative organisation which they are justified
in expecting?

Hon. P. Collier: You have aiready
answered that vourself. You said you were
sure the Premier would give it.

Mr, JOHNSTON: No. I asked the Gov-
ernment to give me an assurance on that
point. On the guarantee already given and
the advances made through the wheat Pool,
the wheat growers are asking for no further
financial assistanee from the Government in
this matter. They only ask permission from
the Government to do their own buainess
through their own company at the lowest
price paid in any of the States of the Com-
monwealth, In conclusion I wounld like to
emphasise the faet that the buginess acumen
posscssed by the members of the Government
has been so displayed that although our
wheat yield is very much less than that of
gsome of the ncighbouring States, and al-
though our State iy sparsely settled, still the
prices being paid to the Westralian Farmers
Litd. the prices paid by the Government on
behulf of the wheat growers of this State are
as low, if not lower, than those which obtain
tn any other State of the Commonwealth, I
have seen the vavious amounts. I do not pro-
posce to weary the House by repeating them,
but the Government may certainly congratu-
late themselves that they have protected the
intcrests of the wheat growers by paying the
lowest possible rates operating in the Com-
monwenith for the handling of the produce.

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [7.55]: I do
not desire to say very much on this question,
but there are one or two points that T want
to tonch upon. During the progress of wheat
stacking at the various ports the wheat mar-
keting board, throngh their members, have
grossly libelled the port of Geraldton. Tt has
been annonnced all over the State that Ger-
aldton is a bhad place for weevil, that, in fact,
it is the worst in the State, and that the wheat
was being destroyed there by the weevill The
Royal Commission visited all the ports and the
various parts of the State where wheat has
been stacked, and I wounld like to read, for the
information of the House, what they had fo
gay in connection with Geraldton. The Com-
mission were unbiassed; they had no axe to
grind in conneetion with any particular port,
and what they say should be taken notice of.

The Attorney General: That is not o part of
the Bill.

Mr, WILLCOCK: But it is part of the
Bcheme, The port of Geraldton has been given
8 very bad name, and the manager of the
Scheme told me that Mr. Love, the DBritiah
representative, declared that he wonld not take
wheat whieh was stacked therc. This is what
the Commisgion had to say about Geraldton:—

There are scveral stacks, containing 204,-
803 bags of the 1916-17 wheat still stored
at this port. This wheat appeared to be
badly affected by weevil, and from the out-
side the stacks had the appearance of
being in a very bad condition. On inspec-
tion. however, some of these stacks when
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opened np showed that the damapge was
‘confined to the outer bags only, whilst the
wheat in the interior was in fairly good
condition. T'hese stacks are closely supervised
and well protected. Approximately two
miles from Geraldton, at Bluff Point depot,
sheds arc erected which contain wheat of
the 1917-18 scasen. Unfortunately, weevil
was also found in the grain stored there.
1AL this depot one portion of a shed had
been filled under the conditions proposed
by Professor Lefroy, the floor being closely
boarded, covered with hessian, and raised a
certain distance from the ground.
Then further on they say—

The zetion of the farmer who delivered
this with the ‘‘new’’ wheat rendered
valueless the test under Profeassor Lefroy’s
proposals, and was, in addition, the means
of possible damage to the whole stack, Such
action is detrimental to all the farmers
who deliver wheat to the Scheme, and the
Comniission iz of opinion that legislation
should be enacted providing heavy pen-
altics to be imposed on any person who
thus delivers ‘‘old’’ wheat as ‘‘new’’ to
the Scheme, since it is of the utmost im-
portance to protect those farmers who
honestly endeavour to make the Scheme a
siceess,

I am very pleased that in framing this Bill
attention has been given to the offence of de-
livering old wheat as new, and that provision
has been made for a penalty of £100. If that
had heen done in the past the reputation of
Geraldton would have been as good as that of
any other part of the State. With regard to
Fremantle, the Royal Commisssion say that the
wheat there was also damaged by weevil, and
wag in a similar condition to that at Gerald-
ton. At Bunbury the Commission point out
that 20 per cent. of the wheat was damaged,
while at Albany it is stated in the report that
over 111,600 hags weré scattered over a large
area in small stacks, and were badly damaged
by weevil. So that we see, notwithstanding the
reputation Geraldton has, when it comes to
actnal investigation by disinterested persons,
Geraldton is ne worse than Fremantle,
Bunbury, or Albany. Through the repu-
tation that (Geraldton has received, we
find that now the poliey of the board
is to ecart whent 343 miles for shipment,
that is, from Mullewa to Spencer’s Brook, and
then ultimately to Fremantle, inastead of what
should have heen a distance of only 65 miles
to the port of Geraldton, from where it could
have been shipped. I understand that no dif-
forence will be made so far as the freight that
they are charged is concerned, and that the
wheat they produce is going to be taken to
Spencer’s Brook at the same charge as would
be made if it only had te go to Geraldton.
Thig i3 only due Lo the faet that this reputation
has been given to Geraldton unwarrantably.
There is an increase in the rate in conncetion
with the handling of the wheat this scason. I
have not heard much justifieation for that at
present. Presnmably the Westralian Iarmers,
Limited, made a profit last year, and yet this
year the handling charges are increased by
one-cierhth of o nennvy per bushel., On the esti-



[13 DECEMBER, 1918.]

mated wheat of the coming harvest this would
represent a sum of £6,250. Apparently the West-
ralian Farmers Limited were quite able to pro-
fitably handle the wheat last year without this
extra impost being placed on the people. I do
not see any necessity for the extra charge.
Thoge farmers who did not happen to be mem-
bers of the Westralian Farmers, Limited, are
penalised by being obliged to contribute their
share of this inereased rate of one-eighth of a
penny per bushel. I am prepared to give the
second reading my support. [ am glad to see
the penalty of £100 provided, because I think
it is necessary. Tn Committee, however, 1 ghall
object to the passing of Clause 11, which gives
the Governor the right to extend the operation
of :his particular contract to the 1019-20 har-
vest.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [8.3]: I am
going to vote for the second reading of this
Bill, but with all the arguments in my power
I shall endeavour to defeat the prineiple con-
tained in Clause 11. T believe in the interests
of the farmer of Australia that the Pool has
been o good thing. I am not in acecord with
the views expressed by the member for
Subiaco (Mr, Brown). Iun the interests of the
farmers, should the Pool be continued, it should
be continued by them without Govermment
assistanee. They could then do as they liked,

Mr. Broun: They hope to do that.

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope their anticipations
will be realised. If we have a prosperous
farming community we must have pgreater
-prosperity to the State in general, T cannot
understand why every speaker, particularly
those on the cross benches, keep on trying to
convinee members on this side of the Honse
that they should support eco-operation, We
are here to support it. We always did sapport
it, long before the Country party was ever
thought of, T do not look upon the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. as & true co-operative concern,
I admit that the small co-operative branches,
which do the handling of the wheat in the
country distriets, are purcly co-operative. T
have read their articles of association, and had
a good deal to do with some of their work,
and admit that they are run truly on the co-
operative prineiple.

Mr., Johnston: They do most of their busi-
ness through the parent company.

Mr, MUNSIE: I admit that, but the par-
ent company cxtracts every pound of flesh
from them that they can, just as any other
commercial firm in Perth does.

Mvr, Lutey: I'rofiteering.

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes.

Mr. Maley: They are all shareholders.

Mr. MUNSIE: What benefit has the farmer
had out of the Westralian Farmers Ltd.? He
gets absolutely no Lenefit,

Mr. Pickering: That is not true,

Mr, . MUNSIE: The farmer does not get
any benefit except that the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. may, by becoming a big business eom-
mereial institution, be able to buy a little
cheaper than would otherwise be the ease.
That is the sole benefit that the farmers would
derive from that organisation,

Mr, Maley: That is not so.
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Mr., MUNSIE: No one has yet given any
ingtance in which the farmer has benefited.

Mr. Johnston: We would have been out of
order if we tried to do se.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the hon. member always
sails as close to the wind as that, he will not
do so badly.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They sell most of their
stuff on commission.

Mr. MUNSIE: Of eourse they do. T was
surprised at the member for York, in par-
tienlar, inferring the things he did infer. I
trust that if any hon. member has anything to
say he will say it outright. I do not cbject to
anything that might be said concerning argu-
ments which have been put forward with re-
gard to the policy or principle of members on
this side of the House, but [ do not like any-
one to say certain things, from which an in-
ference may be drawn and then come to a
stop as if afraid to go on. So far as ths re-
marks of the member for York are concerned,
he knowa in his own heart that they were
absolutely uatrue. In regard to the sugges-
tion made by the Royal Commission for doing
away with subletiing, I trust that when the
Bill is in Committes, and the agreement is
being congidered, an amendment in thig direc-
tion will be made,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: It is too latc.

Mr. MUNSIE: That may be, but I am
going to make my protest against it. I do not
mind so much the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
subletting the handling of the wheat to the
small country co-operative associations, pro-
viding the associations are prepared to go on
with the work. I do, however, object to tho
Government, in framing this agreement, eutting
the work down to the very lowest margin at
which it can he dong by the men who have to
do it. Under the method adopted by the Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd. in subletting this work
the aeguiring agents get the profit, Very
often, too, the small co-operative society gets
the profit when it sublets the work to the man
who actunlly docs it. This amounts to abso-
lute sweating.

Mr, Maley: Many of the men who do the
work are shareholders of the small concerns,
anid the sharcholders of the small eoncerns are
also the sharcholders of the large one.

Mr. MUNSTIE: In addition, the sharcholders
of the small concerns arc being absolutely
sweated by the big concern. I must protest
against that. I do not believe that the farmer
is getting a fair deal. If o man is being
suffielently paid to handle the wheat, nnd has
got the price at which it is sublet from the
small co-operative coneessions, that is all the
Government should charge the farmer or the
Pool. Neither the Westralian Farmers nor
the small co-operative society have a right to
take one half-penny owt of the Pool, in the in-
terests of the State and the farmer. The
man who does the work iz the only man who
should get paid. That is why this agreement
is provided. They tell us they are determined
to work on until they get the eomplete hand-
ling of the wheat from the grower te the ship’s
side, and they say, ‘¢We are going to do it
ourselves.’’ They are fostering an inatitution
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to-day which iz working exactly on the same
lines as John Darling & Co, The farmer is
not getting one half-penny.more benefit out of
the system adopted by the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. than if John Darling bhad been hand-
ling the harvest this year., That is the reason
why I do not look upon the Westralian Farm-
ers 48 a co-operative concern, It is purely a
limited linbility company, trading in the or-
dinary buginess way, and making as much
profit, and making it out of the farmer, as they
possibly can,

Mr, Pickering: What do they do with their
profits?

Hon. P. Collier: They pay their directors’
fees, and the managing-organising sceretary.

Mr. MUNSIE: There are only two items in
this Bill with which I disagree. One is the
principle under which the Governor in Coun-
¢il may by regulation apply this Bill to the
harvest of 1920, as well as to the coming har-
vest. I hope that when the 1920 harvest is to
be garnered the farmers will be in a position
to handle their own wheat in the markets of
the world, as pointed out by the member for
Williams-Narrogin, without eoming to the
House and asking the people to give them a
guarantee of 4s. 9d. a bushel. If they ean get
68. a bushel, well and good. I do not think
many hon. members representing the farming
constituents here would be as anxious that the
Wheat Pool should be eontinued if there was
n rising market in the price of wheat, If
there is a possibility of a falling market,
however, they would want the 4s. 9d. guar-
antee again, They actually wanted praeti-
cally 5s. a bushel guaranteed for a term of
five years. I do not think the 1920 harvest
will realise what has been guaranteed for the
1919 harvest.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why notf

Mr. MUNSIE: Beeausce other markets of the
world will be opening up.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Where is the wheat?

Mr. MUNSIE: Is there no wheat in Rus-
gia or in the Argentine? I heard the hon.
member disecussing thc proposition here when
the first Wheat Marketing Bill wag intro-
luced.. He said that if we had the good for-
tune to force open the Dardanelles, and also
the granaries of Russia, there would possibly
be a big fall in the price of wheat. I would
peint out that the Dardanelles arec open now,

Hon. J. Mitehell: Things were very diffcr-
ent then, and there was no revolution.

Mr, MUNSIE: I say that there is plenty of
wheat in Russiz now. 1f there is not plenty,
there is an opportunity of growing plenty. It
has been grown there in the past, and will be
grown there in the future. T am satisfied of
this, that do what we will to assist the farmer
in Western Australia we have only to label a
tandidiate, when he goes up for election, with
the word “‘labour,”’ and the farmers will vote
against him irrespeciive of what he may be
doing for them, But I am aiso satiafied that the
farmers of Western Australia are not as un-
grateful as are their representatives in Parlia-
ment. T eare not what is done for the farm-
arg or how much assistance is given to them
—whieh agsistance I do not altogether regret,
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although it is more liberal than that given in
auy other portion of the British dominions——

The Minister for Works: Are not the farm-
ers grateful for it?

Mr. MUNSIE;: They would c¢ut the hand
off the man who fed them, or many of them
would, 1 believe some of the farmers are
grateful, but their representatives here are uni-
formly ungrateful. We had un instanee of
that in the speech delivered last night by the
member for Beverley (Mr. Broun). When
the Government pointed out that by the re-
arrangement of the milling agreement under
this Bill they bad been able to save to the
Pool an amount equal to £38,000, we had a.
representative of the farmers immediately
rising to condemn the Government because
they had not saved that £38,000 last year as.
well,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Either too mueh was paid
Iast year, or too little is being paid thiz year.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why not give the Govern-
ment a little credit for their energy? lnstead
of that, the farmers’ representatives aro pre-
pared to kick the Government stiff.  The
farmers’ representatives now claim—we had
an illustration of that here to-night—that.
practically the Farmera and Settlers’ Associa-
tion are responsible for the establishment of
the Wheat Pool. Again, the ‘‘Primary Pro-
ducer,”’ the leading organ of the Country
party, now claims that the ¥armers and Set-
tlers’ Association are responsible for the es-
tablishment of the Industries Assistance
Board., If there is thanks or credit due to
anybody for the catablishment of those™ ingti-
tutions, it is the Labour Government and the
Labour party. We were opposcd in this House-
as regards Dboth proposals., But the Labour
Government established both.

Mr, Troy: And without pressure or aup-
port.

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes; and against the op--
position of the Country party. T trust that in
future the farmers, if treated fairly, will re-
cognise the faet. While 1 realise the neces-
gity in any country, and particularly in one
like Western Auastralia, for encouraging the
agricultural industry generally, and wheat
growing in partieular, if the farmers in West-
ern Australia ¢arnot make a success without
& continuance of the agsistance of the last
thres or four years, the sconer the Western
Australian Government tell them there is no-
thing more for them, the better for Western
Australia will it be.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.20]: In ad-
dressing myself to this Bill 1 want to read,
in refutation of the statements made hy
the member £for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale), some extracts from the report of
the Royal Commission on the wheat market-
ing industry. That hon, member has the
faculty of reading, and he might have ex-
tended his faculty of reading to the evi-
dence of the man against whom he made
such serious allegations. I now quote, from
page 237, portion of Mr. Stirling Taylor’s
evidence—

There hag been some evidence given by
a2 Mr. Paton, the Scheme’s representative
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on the wharf. Mr, Paton was outside in-

spector in the first year of the Pool. He

‘has made certain astounding allegations

-against us in regard to nine tons of wheat

which we are supposed to have Jost when

loading the s.5. ‘‘Kangaroo,’’ and he alse
expatiates at some length on other mat-

‘ters, It ism not my desive to waste any

time whatsoever over Mr, Paton’s evi-

<dence. Lven Mr. Keys, who now knows
him intimately, does not take him seri-
ously. I claim justification for this from
the evidenee given by Mr. Keys. I just
wish to give an emphatic denial of the
statements made by him, and to suggest
that if the Commission are not satisfied as
to the incorrcetness of Mr. Paton’s evi-

-dence, they call anyone else they like whe

‘was present on the wharf during 1915-16

senson. They would, I feel sure, got an

unbiassed statement from Captain Clark,

stevedore. .

The Minister for Worls:
answer the statement.

Mr. PICKERING: It gives an emphatic
denial to the statement. Tt is a direct refu-
tation of the statement made by the mem-
‘ber for Roebourne, Mr. Stirling Taylor alse
said that he was quite prepared, as against
any other evidence the Commission might
call, to verify the statement he had made.
‘The attaeck on Mr. Taylor went not only to
that extent but alse to the misrepresentation of
hia character, Coutumely was east mpon him
‘because, in the first instanee, he had not had
the opportunities that some members of the
community have -enjoyed. It is z very bad
state of affairs if any member of this House
makes snch statements against 2 man who is
not here to defend himself.

Mr. Teesdale: You ought to be ashamed
of yourself.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Roe-
‘bourne should be ashamed of himself. T did
not anticipate such charges from the hon.
member,

Mr. Tecsdale: T merely read the evidence.

Mr. PICKERING. I refer to the state-
ments which accompanied the reading of the
evidence, The member for Williams-Narro-
gin (Mr. Johnston) said in justification of
Mr. Basil Murray that that gentleman had
built up the wheat business of the Westra-
lian Farmers, Ltd.

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr, Basil Murray is not
nnder diseussion. I eannct allow hon. mem-
bers to go on referring to him. Let hon.
ntembers keep to the Bill,

Mr. PICKERING: Seeing that Mr. Basil
Muorray is managing director of the \Vest-
tralian Farmers, Ltd, and is referred to in
the agreement contained in the Sccond
Schedule to thig Bill, I am in order in refer-
ring to him when unjust aceuwsations have
heen launched against him, Mr. Stirling
Taylor was really the man who built up the
wheat busincss of the Westralinn Farmers,
Ltd., and Mr, Basil Mnrray does not desire
to take any of the credit away from that
gentleman, .

Mr. O’Loghlen: Which ef them is Lloyd
George?

That does not

1587

Mr. PICKERING: Unfortunately, througl
prescure of private business, I was deprivec
of the opportunity of hearing the leader of the
Opposition and the member for North-Eas
T'remantle last evening. The only place i
which [ can familiarise myself with the state
ments made by those gentlemen is the repor
published in to-day’s ‘*West Australian.'’
regret to find that the leader of the Oppo
sition has adopted the usual tactics of casting
vituperation and abuse upon the nafortunat
party of which 1 have the homour to bhe ¢
member.

Mr., SPEAKER: Is the Lon., member quot
ing from the ‘‘West Australian’'’?

Mr. PICKERING: No, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lon. member bega
by saying that he had not heard the speech o
the leader of the Opposition. The hon. mem
ber eannot quote from the ** West Australian’
in this debate.

Mr. PICKERING: I have a very vivid im
pression of having heard somewherc that th
leader of the Opposition made certain unjus
statements in regard to this party. Apart froc
the question of the executive board, I fin
theve is very little on whieh to comment. Re
garding the board, the leader of the Opp¢
gition seems to think there is a marked diffa:
ence between the board as recommended b
the Royal Commission and the board as prc
posed by this Bill. I e¢an find very little dif
ference between the two proposals. The Bi
recotnmeuds a board consisting of five menr
bers, two to be elected by the contributors t
the Pool, two to be nominated by the Goverr
ment, and one to be a memher of the KExeet
tive Council.  The recommendation of th
Royal Commission is to the effect that th
board shall consist of five members, the Mini
ter to be the chairman, two members to |
clected by the contributors to the Pool, an
twe members to be nominated by the Gov
ernment. I see very little difference hetwee
the two proposals, and T fail to understan
why the leader of the Opposition shonld see
to make it appear that there is any marke
difference. I quite agrec with the member fc
Willinms-Narrogin  (Mr., Johuston) that th
power of the executive board is negligible.

Mr. Mmmsie: It is not an exeeutive hoar

Mr. PICKERING: [t is ealled an exceutiv
board, but it is not an exccutive hoard in an
proper sense. The member for Leonora (M
TFalev) has said the Westralian Farmers, wl
are the aecquiring agents under this Bill, are p«
itieally eontrolled. But on the other side of tl
Chamber we have it put the other way, the
the members of the Country party are ti
nominecs of the acquiring agents. Seeing thi
I have bheen most intimately associated wil
the Westralian TFarmers, Ltd., sines the %
ception of the eompany, T may be able to thro
some light on the matter,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Are vou a sharcholder?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. I hold 20 share

Mr. Holman: I am a bigger shareholder ths
you ars.

Mr. PICKERING: The company was formi
amongst the farmers of Western Australia, m
it is wrong to say the shares are not broad
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distributed. I am prepared to maintain that
a great number of the small farmers of West-
ern Australia are, like myself, small holders
in that concern. It is wrong to say that the
company is not co-operative; there-ig no eom-
pany in Western Australia more truly co-
operative. As regards the profits aceruing in
the business, the shareholders are limited to
seven per cent., and any surplus is distributed
among the elients of the company by bonus
shares, or by ordinary shares where the recip-
jent would be qualified to hold ordinary shares.
Otherwige the clients receive bonms shares.

Mr. Munsie: Aud the bonus is paid to them
after they are dead.

Mr., PICKERING: The interest on those
shares is the sume as that on the original
shares. The holders of the shares that are
thus issued receive the same interest as the
ordinary shareholder gets. The only difference
is that the one share is not negoetiable. The
atatement was made by the member for North-
Iast Fremantle {Hon, W. C. Angwin) that one
Christie had been employed by a co-operative
goeiety to do certain work and had found
difficulty in getting his money. This gentle-
man, it appears from inquiries, was employed
by a local co-operative society to do certain
work, and instead of doing that work he got
the farmers to do it for him, and then expected
payment. This was opposed, and it was be-
cause of that that Christie wrote, threatening
legal proceedings, The local co-operative
society paid the man in full because in a pre-
vious case it had been found the costs
were so much greater than the amount at issue
that it was better to pay the claim, There
is now pending against this gentleman an action
for libel. Thers iz no reliance fo be placed on
his statements. I attach some importance to
the attitude of the member for North-East
Fremantle, who seems desirous that the State
should take over the handling of the wheat.
Tn respect of the millers it has been alleged
that Mr. Padbury made £30,000 out of his flour
deal.

The Minister for Works: Does Mr. Padbury
admit that¥

Mr. PICKERING: I think so, There is an-
other firm, the York Milling Company, which
could have made a similar deal but were pro-
vented on account of the high freight offered
by the Japanese shipping company. It would
have been possible for the Japanese company
to get this flour if they desired by put-
ting in a lower freight, The responsibility for
that rests with the central Wheat Board in
Melbourne, and it is evidence of the Govern-
ment’s incapacity when they allow millers to
compete against the Pool and make a profit of
£30,000.

The Minister for Wirks: But it is only an
allegation.

Mr, PICKERING: Tt is a fact.

The Minister for Works: Yon cannot prove
it.
Mr. PICKERING: I can, and I challenge
you to disprove jt. The facts are as T say.
I am convinced that the more this handling
is left to the co-operative companies, the bene-
fits from which go to the wheat-grower, the
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better it will be for the grower. 1 take this
opportunity of expressing the gratitude of
members representing the industry to the mew-
bers of the Royal Commission, We feel that
tha result of their careful investigations is
likely to be of great value to the industry.
1 only regret that the chairman of the commis-
sion, the member for North-East ¥remantle, is
s0 embittered against the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., that he cannot give them ordinary jus-
tice.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He is the fairest man ion
the Housc.

Mr. PICKERING: I admit that in general,
but ou this question I think Le has a kink.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not in
order in imputing motives,

Mr. PICKERING: I am not imputing
motives. The hostile attitude of tha chairman
towards the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., has been
an outstanding feature of the Commission.
The hon, member seems to be obsessed with
the idea that this co-operative movement is
worthy only of contempt and ridicule.

Mr. O’Loghlen: We have not attacked the
prineiple at all.

Mr. PICKERING: But you have attacked
the Westralian TFarmers, Ltd.,, and have im-
puted to us undue influence over that firm.

Hon. W. G. Angwin: Thousands might be-
lieve you, hut I would not.

Mr., PICKERING: I should not expect you

to.

Mr. O’Loghlen: None of your members have
replied to the member for North-East Fre-
mantle,

Mr. PICKERING: There is no justification
whatever for the remarks made by the member
for Leonora.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member were to
discuss the Bill, we might get along a little
better.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Leo-
nora said that the handling of the wheat by
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., has been more
cxpensive than it was previously. I challenge
him to prove that statement. The cost of
handling the wheat since the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., took it over has been consider-
ably redueed. T am convineed that the Gov-
ernment are adopting a right course when
they hand over the handling of the wheat to-
5 company which has demonstrated its fithess
for the work and which has had the hallmark
of approval from the Royal Commission, This
company has shown its ability to handle the
wheat either in competition or by sole agency,
and it wonld be most vnwise for the Govern-
ment to contemplate any change in the hand-
ling of the wheat. '

Mr. O'TLoghlen: If the company has ihe
hallmatk of approval of the chairman of the
Royal Commission, how can you say that he
ig binssed ngninst the company?

Mr, PICKERING: Any praise given to the
company by the chairman of the Commission
has heen grudgingly given. When a question
was put to him this evening, the answer he
pave showed that he was not in sympathy
with the company.

Hon. W. C, Angwin; No question has been
put to me this evening.
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Mr. PICKERING: You stated it by way
of interjection.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I said that from past
oxpericnce no extension of the agreement
could be made now. But you held a pistol to
the head of the Minister last year and made
him pay double for the work. He had to do
it, becanse the Westralian Farmers, Ltd, was
the only firm handling the wheat. That firm
robs the farmers just as much as doocs any
other firm.

Mr. PICKERING: I am satisfied that the
Westralian TFarmers, Ltd., are competent to
fulfil all their obligations,

Mr., SPRAEKER; If the hon. member
would discues the Bill, he would get on much
better.

Mr. PICKERING: I support the second
reading,
Mr. Foley: I desire to raise a point of

order before the division is taken on this
question. My point of order ia that any mem-
ber who is a shareholder in one of these co-
operatives societies, who are sub-agents and
are handling the wheat and being paid for so
doing uwnder the ngreement in the Bjll, that
hon. member is not entitled to vote on the
question.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better raise the point when the vote is being
taken. .

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [842]: I
have listened to a great deal that has been
said in connection with this matter, but very
little that referred to the Bill. Tt iz uscless
to bring down agreements to the House for
congideration after those agreements have been
gigned, sealed and delivered, We have been
told that last year the millers, by reason of
their agreement with the Wheat Pool, made a
profit of £38,000. Tast year we were asked
to ratify an agreement that had been in ex-
istenee for months. It i3 an absolute farce, T
have not looked wp ‘‘Hansard’' of last year,
but no doubt if ¥ did I should find that the
Minister promised on that oceasion that we
should sce the agrecement before it wasasigned
and aeted upon this year. Beeause of this T
will vote for. the striking out of Clause 11. 1
am not geing to disenss agreements which I
cannot alter,

Hon, W. €. Angwin:
this.

Hon, J. MITCHEII.: I cannot. The ac-
quiring agents are receiving wheat under it
to-day.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That makes no differ-
ence.

Hon, J. MITCHELY,: I do not see how
we can alter an agrecment between the Gov-
ernment and the acquiring agents.

Mr. O’Loghlen: TUnless it was made sub-
jeet to ratification by Parlinment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I only hope we can
alter it. Whatever arrangement may have
been made with the millers last year, this
year’s agreement is particularly liberal. I
have no objection to the millers doing well.
It is well that in this State we have a milling
eapacity far bevond the average of any of the
other States. We were able to mill half our
erop. I have no objection to paying millers

But you can alter
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a fair price for doing the work, beeause the
weevil in the wheat has given a pgood deal
more trouble and there is greater risk than
they would take in ordinary times. I am
not going to agree to the proposal for the
appointment of the board. So far as I can
see, the board will ‘'be a Minister’s board.
Two of the nominees and a Minigter will sit
with two members clected by the wheat grow-
ers. The discussion to-night has shown me
that it would be better to hand over the con-
trol of this work to the board, to take it alto-
gether outside the control of Parliament. We
are told that the finances connected with this
matter are 8o important that the board must
be controlled by a Minister. As a matter of
fact, the only money that the koard could ex-
erciza control over would be the money handed
over to them by the Government for wheab
advances. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle pointed ont that the charges which
went to the Westralian Farmers last year
amounted to 625 of a penny, and that the
amount the sub-agents received was just
under a penny, making a total of 134d. for the
acquiring agents. The hon, member said it
would cost 1s. 2d. to take the wheat from the
farm to the ship, allowing, of course, for many
charges which are occasioned by reason of
the faect that wheat will be in a bad state
for a couple of years. But even if the charge
of 1s. per bushel were made against wheat,
the wheat board would have very little con-
trol over the expenditure. I do not know that
the farmers of this State eare very much who
handles their wheat so long as it is handled
well and cheaply. 1 would be glad to admit
that the charges received by the acquiring
agents are not very large. There iz no par-
ticular reason why the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., should have the handling of this wheat.
1 think the Government have no right to d¢
the work to the hurt of other people who trade
in a similar way. We hear a good deal nbout
fortunes made by Darling, Bell, and Dreyfus
but I do not know that those fortunes have
been made out of wheat. I do know that
if the money that these firms have were spread
over all the bushels of wheat they have han-
dled, it would be a small fraction of a penny
that they would have.

Mr. O’Loghlen: John Darling died worth
over a million.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But he made his
money principally out eof Brokem Hill, 1
bave no ohbjection to the Westralian Farmers,
Lid., handling wheat so long as they do it
well and cheaply. I agree that the acquiring
agents should handle the wheat to the ship,
They did it two years ago.

Hor. W. C. Angwin: They did not; there
wera no ships then.

Hon. J MITCHELL: Then three years ago.
There were always ships coming here praecti:
cally up to June, 1916,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: All the wheat had tc
be taken over on the 31st December, 1917.

Hon. J. MITCHELYL: Someone has to take
the responsibility. The Scheme takes it to-da
The agents who were paid to take it did nof
take it, and if it costs 1s. under the preseni
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method, then that method, even allowing for
the special charges, is more expensive. If weo
can get it done cheaper by giving the work
to the aequiriug agents alone, we certainly
onght to do it. I agree with a good deal
of what has been said about payment to the
agents in the country. They are entitled to
the major pertion of the money, because they
do the major portion of the work. The mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) had some-
thing to say about Mr. Siirling Taylor, the
manager of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd. I
know Mr. Taylor very well, and I believe he
is a capable man. He certainly did not de-
serve all that was said about him by the mem-
ber for Roebourne. I have had a good deal
to do with Mr, Taylor. Of course during the
first year, the"wheat received by the Westra-
lian Farmera, Ltd.,, was not handled well, but
afterwards it was very well done indeed. My
relations with Mr, Taylor have been very
satisfactory. He has displayed considerable
ability in responding to the request mads by
the management of the Pool. It has to be re-
membered that the work of handling the wheat
was quite new to the ¢ompany in 1915-16, and
it has also to be remembered that the Pool
was & fresh thing. There were no inspectora
with experience, and the management was not
what it is to-day. I must speak of Mr. Taylor
as I find him, He is certainly a satisfactory
man to have any business relations with,
When the Bill is in Committee I am going
to endeavour to have Clause 4 amended to
provide for a board that will have fairly ex-
tensive powera, I want to see this question
of dealing with onr wheat kept well away
from the work of members here. We have
heard during this debate the interest that
members take in the acquiring agency, hut
I do not think it is good to associate politics
with a matter of this kind. I admit that the
Westralian Tarmers, Ltd., is composed of
farmers who produce wheat, but all the farm-
er3 who grow wheat are not members of this
conéern,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are compelled
to be members; they cannot help themselves.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There cannot be com-
pulsion. In order that we may place the
hoard on a business footing I intend to pro-
pose to alter the suggested personmel. I wel-
come the suggestion that we should appoint a
board to look after the affairs of the Wheat
Pool. T suppose the Pool will last only a
short time now. I do not know how we ean
have a compulsory Peol when the markets of
the world are open, and it will not be long
beforo the Federal Government fail to find
money to make further advances. If there
are to be no more advances the Pool cannot ex-
18t.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They can finanee it
themsclves.

Hon, J, MITCHELL: The Pool have been a
decided advantage to us, and it is the work
of the Federal Government that we have to
acknowledge. I do not wish to discuss the mat-
ter further., I doubt whether the Pool will
Iagt much lenger. I hope we shall be able to
sell our wheat, I think we sghall be able to
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do so at a reasonable price, The memker for
North-East Fremantle fears that the (fovern-
ment will lose on the wheat on which 45, 4d.
2 bushel is being guaranteed. I think le is
wrong, With regard to finding markets for
the wheat, I bhave seen later reports than those
quoted by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, in whiech it was stated that Great
Britain would require 200 million bushels of
wheat. That will he Auvstralia’s opportunity..

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T was quoting the food
controiler at home.

Hen. J. MITCHELL: It is true there are
some markets closer to England than Austra-
lia, but we have the opportunity of supplying
Englund now, and if we can get the shipping
we shall be able to sell the wheat we have at
a reasonable price.

The ATTORNEY GLENERAL AND MINIS-
TER FOR INDUSTRIES (Hon. R. T. Robin-
son—Canning—in reply) [8.59]: I have to
thank hon. members for the moderate way in
which they have referred to the Bill, I want
to say a few words in reply, and I desire par-
tieularly to refer to the work of the Royal
Commission. The whole country is indebied
to the chairman and members of the Royal
Comnnission. Most Royal Commissions are
abused.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I think we should pay this
Royal Commission.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
very few recommendations of Royal Commis-
sions which are followed, but the bulk of the
recommendations of fthis Royal Commission
have either found their way into practice or
are incorporated in this Biull. I feel sure I
am voieing the opinion of the whole community
when T pay a speeial tribute to the chairman
of that board, the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon, W. C, Angwin). No man has
evar sat on & board or Royal Commission, that
we have had in this State, who has given so
much of his nndivided attention without fear
or favour to the subject before him,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Without pay.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He has done
this without pay, without regard to the politi-
eal aspect, and purely from the economical
view and for the best interests of Western
Australia. I would also like to note, in pass-
ing, that many hon, members of this Chamber
have recognised the merits of my colleague,
the Honorary Minister, Hon. C. F. Baxter.
He iz a man who has been a great deal mis-
wnderstood. The Royal Commission and other
members, who know him best, understand how
untiring his energy has been, and how whole-
heartedly he has worked for the farmers, many
of whom have misunderatood him, or affected
to misunderstand him, and wished to punish
him or abelish him from office. No man in
this country has worked harder for the farming
community of this State and with more sue-
cessful results than the Hon. Mr, Baxter. T
notice in dealing with one or two of the pro-
vigions of the Bill that the member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison), who was supported by the
member for Williamg-Narregin (Mr. John-
ston), who by the way this afternoon delivered
a speech to which we were all pleased td listen,
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becanse he spoke dircetly to the points affect-
ing the Bill/—

Mr. O’Loghlen: He was in a good humour.

Mr. Pickering: IMe ought not to be.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Btrongly
‘advocated what they called handling the wheat
from the farm to the depot. By interjection
‘the member for North-East Fremantle ex-
plained the position quite easily. The ‘agree-
ment with the Westralian Farmers Ltd. was
completed for a partial service, what is called
the acquiring part of the service, which ap-
peared in the schedule of the Bill before the
Royal Commisgion’s report was published. I
am open to correction on this point,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: A month after.

Mr. Pickering: There is nothing to prevent
a further agreement.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We will never get a
turther agreement that is satisfactory. ' Past
experience has proved that,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Govern-
‘ment felt they had no right to take vpon them-
selves what might bo part of the functions of
an exccutive board, They thought they were
going quite far enough in saying, on the re-
commendation of the Royal Commission, ‘¢ We
will establish an executive board.”’ T hope
the agreemont as it is will be approved by
this Chamber, The executive board, when it
comes into being, will have some power. Tt
will practieally have the power of the Minister
except in finaneial matters, and may make
many changes in the administration of the
Wheat Scheme, I have ne doubt it will have
to give that proper regard to the findings of
the Reyal Commission that the Government
and hon. members of this House have already
lrestowed upon them, The Government felt
they would be entrenching on the work of the
days to come if they altered the present agree-
ment. No words of mine are necessary to show
that whatever appeara in this Bill does not
appear there through the pressure of any party,
political or otherwise. If T did not say this
I suppose someone would be kind cnough to
remark that the Government did not deny it.
We have had regard to the report of the Royal
Commission. The Government, however, are
bound to listen to the representations made to
them from time to time by representatives of
the people, whether they sit on the cross
benches, the Qpposition benches, or behind the
Government, To say that political pressure
has been brought to bear upon the Government
is foolish and not true in faet. I think the
Hon, Mr. Baxter has shown during his term
of office, in the handling of the Wheat Scheme,
that no pressure of any kind, except the or-
dinary reasonable logical sequence of events,
would make him gwerve from that path which
he deemed to be his line of duty. One or two
memhbers have stated that they lived for the
day when the farmer would market his own
wheat, and when he would handle it from the
farm up to the time when it was scld in Lon-
don, Ng one would be more pleased to see
that day than the Honorary Minister, or the
advisory board. For my part I also echo
those sentiments, Wa would not have to in-
troduce thes¢ wheat handling Bills if that was
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the case. So long, however, a3 the farmer
calls upon the Government to handle his
wheat, so long must the Government take a
hand in the management of the affairs of the
board. It would be a poor Government which
would submit to a guarantee, such as we have
given, being administered by any board how-
ever capable that board might be. This is
final so far as the Government are concerned.
[t cannot bs done, I hold that those persens
who have asked for such a thing must be
biassed. No person who looks at Western
Auatralia as a legislator, and who scans the
State from the north to the south, and has

" regard to the interests of any person in it,

would dream of asking for the control of the
affairs of the board whilst the Government
guaranteo is there. It is mot a business pro-
positiop, and will not bear argument for a
moment, I want to read a word or two from
the evidence given before the board, It was
gaid by one hon. member that in consequence
of the fair average quality standard being re-
dueed to 58 its value had been lessened, and
that the proper standards were not taken, and
an instance was given of a vigit to the Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd. where lots of wheat were
found to have been improperly sampled and
much below 58 In question 7214 put to Mr.
Reys we find the following:—

We were in the Westralian Parmers’
office tho other day, where they had three
large tin boxes locked up containing fair
average samples of the wheat taken when
put into the depots. There were tbree lots
weighed out of the Spencer’s Brook depot:
I cannot swear to this, but from memory all
were under 589—That is not a fair average
of the Spencer’s Brook wheat,

Mr. Harrison says he thought there were 56,

57, and 589—That is not a fair averago of

the Spencer’s Brook wheat.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: At that time he had
not made a test. He has made a test sinee,
and said it was 60.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It must not
ba thought that, beecause a few samples in the
Wegtralian Farmers' rooms were found to be
below the average, the wheat in the stacks or
at the depots is alse below the etandard, Mr.
Kecys says that the wheat is well up to sample,
gnd the member for North-East Fremantle has
interjected that the standard is now 60,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We were told that was
put there to avoid disputes in future.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle raised the ques:
tion as to the constitution of the board. As
a matter of fact, the board is being consti.
tuted practically in the terms of the recom.
mendations of the Royal Commission,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: T did not raise thai
point, but raiged the point as to the powers
of the board.

Mr. Broun: Tt is pot an executive beard.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Two mem
bers are to be nominated by the Government
and two elected by the farmers. What the
farmers wanted was two members to repre
sent them, ¢me member to be nominated o
sent from the Chamber of Commerce, an¢



1592

another member to eome from the banks. I
would have no objection to that but for the
Government guarantee.

: Mr. Broun: The Minister i to be ¢hairman.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He would
have no power or control over the board unless
the Government had direct representation upon
it. There ean be no eontrol. The Bill con-
tains the recommendation of the Royal Com-
mission, and these are the terms which the
Government propose to support.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Commission re-
commended two members for the Government
aad two for the farmers; the Minister to be
chairman. )

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL: I do not
know that [ shonld have referred to the ques-
tion of penalties but that it was raised by
the member for Beverley (Mr. Broun). I de-
gire to give him an answer which I Hope will
he intelligible to him, T do not see what it
has to do with any member of this House, if
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. in negotiating
their agreement, agreed to these penalties.
Does the hon. member objeet to them on be-
half of the Westralinn Farmers Litd.?

Mr. Broun: I gave yon my reason for ob-
jecting,

The ATTORNTEY CGENERAL: I am eom-
ing to that. The reason given by the hon.
member is that the same penalties are not
imposed on the millers, T will deal with that
phase of the question in a momeont. If the
work is well carried out by the Westralian
Farmers Ltd., there ean be no reasen for ob-
Jjecting to the penaliies or for enforcing them;
and so far as I know the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. do not object to the penalties. The agree-
ment lasts for a season; and if there were no
penalties the only way of dealing with
breaches, or negligence, or earelessness would
be to estrcat the bond,

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
tract,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Or to ean-
¢el the contract. Either course would be not
only unwieldy, but almost impracticable in
the middle of a season; ond no ome knows
that better than the aequiring ageney knows
it, The only way of keeping the agency up
to its work is to provide penalties, and, if
the agency fails, to enforce the penalties, The
member for Beverley must not forget that his
company have a practical monopoly and there-
fore must put up with such restrictions as are
proper and necessary to control that mono-
poly. The hon. member questioned, too, the
amount of the bond. Surely the amount of
the bond cannot be less than the liability of
the company. The bond in my opinion is 2
small amonnt and might well be more.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: What good would it
be if it were more?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But there
will be no need to appeal to the bond or to
take into consideration the qnestion of termin-
ating the agreement if small breaches can be
flealt with under the penalty clanses. As re-
gards the millers’ bond, it is only £1,000;
but tho member for Beverley overlooks two
remedies which the Scheme have in respect of
the millers and which they have mot in respect

Or to cancel the con-
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of the acquiring agency. As I have explained,
the aequiring agency must continue right
through the season, since otherwise there would
be a-fine muddle. On the other hand, the
Minister can immediatcly terminate a miller’s
agreement, or he may refuse to renew it after
a three-months period. Turther, he has an-
other remedy against the miller which it
would be impossible to have againat the Wes-
tralian Farmers, and that is to charge 10 per
cent. on aceount sales which are delayed over
a fortnight,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The less you say of
that the better. I do not think any interest
will ever be paid, even if the accounts are
aid,

d The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Now in this
season the power to terminate the millers”
agreement is not a power that need lie idly
by. It may be made use of, becavsc we have
not such factors as weevils or mice, or other
pests which might necessitate the active co-
operation of the millers, as was necessary in
the previous year. There is no doubt, also,
that if one or more of the mills dropped out,
it would make no partieular difference,

Mr, Broun: You say the miller must dis-
pose of the old flour before he sells the new,
What penalty is imposed on him if he sells
the new flour before the old?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
penalties provided.

Mr. Broun: I fail to discover them in the
agreement.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have suffi-
ciently replied to hon. members and I hope
the second reading will be carried.

Mr. Foley: I desire to raise a point of
order under Standing Order 192, which reads—

No member shall be entitled to vote in
any division wpon any question in which he
has a direct peevniary interest, and a vote
of any member so interested shall he dis-
allowed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I may tell the hon. mem-
ber that this is not the stage at which to raise
that point. When tha division is being taken,
if the hon. member then raises the point, I
will advise him, so far as I can, what to do.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee,

Hon. G. Taylor in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to,

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 2 of the
principal Act:

Flon. J. MITCHELL: There is something
new in this clause. ‘‘Winister?’’ iz to include
‘“memhber of the Executive Council for the
time appointed as chairman of the Wheat Mar-
keting Board.”’ What is the need for the
amendment?

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: It is desired
that Mr. Baxter should be chairman of the
board, and he is a Ministar without portfolio.

Hon. JJ. MITCHELL: I quite understand
that, but this seems to be a means of provid-
ing an extra Minister with cxeeutive power,
Tt is an extraordinary provisien. I shall not
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object to the clause, although I think it is
a pity that we should depart from the usual
eustom. .

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: This clause is neces-
sary. If a portfolic Minister administering
the Wheat Scheme were ealled away, an Hon-
orary Minister would take bis place at the
meetings of the board. The funds to be dealt
with are the funds of the Scheme. I am rather
surprised that the member for Northam should
raise this question, seeing that for three years
he, as Honorary Minister, administered a de-
portment and spent more money than any of
his eollcagues.

Hon, J. Mitchell: But thers was always
the eontrol of the statutory Minister,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is impracticable
for the portfolio Minister to be always present
at meetings of the board. A Minister must be
present; otherwise there might be two members
of the board on each side.

Clause put and passéd.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Wheat Marketing Board:

Hgn, W. C. ANGWIN: I hope hon. members
will assist me to improve this clause in one or
two respecis. The first point is the limitation
of the board’s power of administration. If
this clause passes as printed, the board will
be in exactly the same position as the advis-
ory board of to-day—able to recommend, but
having no power to expend any money what-
ever. The Royal Commission’s recommendation
was that the board should be appointed with
full adminigtrative powers, while the Govern-
ment wonld retain absolute control over the
finances as regards the guaranfce. This clause
proposes an alteration which I consider un-
necessary. Subclause (4) provides that no
public servant shall be a member of the board
and that no director, officer, manager, or ser-
vant of any company concerned in wheal
aequiring shall beeome a member of the board.
But the subelause goes even further, and pro-
vides that no person who has cver been a
manager or o direetor, or interested in any
way as an acquiring agent, shall become a
member of the board. One of the best members
we ever had on that board was Mr. Deane Ham-
mond. Immediately he was asked to go on
the board, he resigned his position as a direc-
tor of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd, though
there was no necessity at the time for him to
d0 s0. He would be debarred for all time
under this elause from becoming a member
of the executive board. Mr. Hammoend resigned
from the Wheat Board beecause the hoard’s
powers were diminished, and becaunse it beeame
an advised instead of an advisory board. The
Minister at the end of 1916 did not take any
notice of the board.

Houn. J. Mitchell: That is not so.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister in 1917
never attended a meeting of the board. Mr.
Hammond 3id not want to be treated as a
¢hild, and consequently he resigned his position
on the board,

1593

The Attorney General: 1f that provision is
cut out, Mr. Basil Murray might be appointed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The limitation ig
altogether too restrictive. The fees to be paid
to members of the board should be fixed, If
in order, I shall presently move that the fees
be on the same scale as those paid to the mem-
bers of the Fremantle Harbour Trust, namely,
two guineas per gitting, with the total amount
limited. I move ar amendment—

That in line 8 of the proviso to Subclanse

1 the words *‘and of all expenditure of ad

ministration’’ he struck out. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
proviso should remain as printed. The res-
ponsibility of the Government is a very heavy
one. I do mnot care what the expenditure may
be, the Government should have the right to say
whether or not they will agree to that expendi-
ture, because unreasonable expenditure would
mean a larger amount than the Government
guarantee. Everybody desires that the farmer
should get every penny of his moncy, and that
no loss should fail on the State. Because the-
Government retain the control of the finances,.
is not to say they will refuse to consult with
these men. I understand that the expenditure-
of the board runs into something like £100,000
per annum,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Over £50,000 is for-
handling the wheat, the contract for which ig;
let by the Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Gov-
ernment must retain the control over the fin-
ances for the protection of the people of the
State. The guarantee is a heavy liability.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This will be an ad-
ministrative board without any administrative
powers. The Covernment have mot put 2
penny into the Pool; in fact they have drawn
a great deal from the Pool. The only oeca-
ston on which the Government contributed
anything was in Mr. Wilson’s time, when
we paid by way of dividend £250,000 more
than the Commonwealth (tovernment were
willing to let us have. The State may he
responsgible for the 3s. But certainly the State
will never pay one penny of that 3s. It is
only reasonable that the board shonld have
somﬁ:; power over expenditure and over the
staff.

Mr. DRAPER: In this we are dealing, not
with a matter for all time, but with a Bill
to meet peculiar eircemstances of a temporary
nature. "It is idle to sbhut one’s cyes %o the
fact that the Governmeni are respounsible, at
any rate, on guarantee, for half the differ-
ence hetween 3s. and 4s. 4d. I shonld not be
surprised to hear that the board womld be work-
ing on an overdraft for which the Govern-
ment would be responsible. In these cireum-
stances it is quite reasorable and proper that
a representative of the Government and of
this House should bave the ultimate control
of the expenditure of the board. The contrel
of the expenditure should not be allowed to
pass away from this Honse. It has hcen ob-
jected that the board could do mothing unless
the authority is first taken away from the
Minister. That is a fallacy. The Bill merely
provides that the Minister shall have control
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of the expenditure. This merely gives the
Minister & veto over the expenditurs, The
Minigter would not veto any ordinary expen-
diture. I hope the Commititee will agree to
the clause. - )
Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It appears to me

that in Subeclauss 3 ‘‘preseribed member’’
ghould be ‘prescribed number.’’ Will the
Attorney (eneral expain this{

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The word
‘‘member’’ should be ‘‘number.”’ 1 move

an amendment—

That in line 10 of Subclause 3 the word
**members’’ be struck ouwt and ‘‘number’’
ingerted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I move a further
amendment—

That the following proviso be added to
Buobelause 3:— “Provided further that one
of the other two members of the board shall
v'be appointed on the recommendation of the
Perth Chamber of Commerce.’’

‘The clause as it stands at present provides
that there shall be two members elected by
-the farmers, two appointed by the Governor,
who may be removed at any moment by the
“Governor, and a chairman. If my amend-
ament is agreed te the Government will still
have the right to appeint two members, but
one of those two members will have to be
appointed on the recommendation of the Peyth
Chamber of Commerce. The Bill appears to
me to give absolute control to the Minister
so that-I think the board will be useless. The
Minister will have two persons on the board
whom he ean appoint and remove at any time.
It may be said that he will not remove those
‘gentlemen, 1 can understand the Government
telling ns under the agreement which exists
that it is assential that the Government should
have absolute control. I do protest, however,
against a board which, in effeet, gives a Min-
igter absolute and complete control, and which
allows him to shift responsibility. My
amendment is reagonable. We shonld ensure
the presence on the board of a person with
‘eommercial experience.

" 1:,[1-. Jonea: What about the consuming pub-

e

Mr. PILEINGTON: They are interested
too, and it is important that there should be
on the board a representative of the commer-
cial community, who understands commercial
enterprises,

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: What speeial claim
has the Perth Chamber of Commercs over the
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, or even
over the Geraldton of Kalgoorlie Chambers of
Commerce? The Chambers of Commeree in
this State are composed mainly of representa-
tives of Eastern States’ firms. We have just
a8 good a claim for the representation of the
Inmnnera” union on the board. They have more
to do with wheat than the Perth Chamber of
Commerce, because they handle it. This power
should be left entirely in the hands of the
Government. If the Government want to
appeint a member of the Chamber of Com-
merce they can do so.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I caunot
gupport the amendment, because it is already
covered by the clause. I feel sure the member
for Perth wants nothing meore than that the
Government shall nominate a ezpable business
man. That is what the Government propose
to do.

Mr. TROY: I intend to vote against the
amendment, becaunse thers is no reason why the
Chatnber of Commerce at Perth or anywhere
else should be entitled to representation on this
board, apart from any other section of the
community. If the Chamber of Commarce is
entitled to representation, why not other sec-
tions of the community?. I always thought
of the Chamber of Commerce as a party of
biased persons, always making suggestions and
offering criticism without coming forward
without any helpful assistance for the party
in power. If any member of that body is a
grower of wheat he will have a vote for the
clection of the representative of the wheat
growers and that is all to which he is en-
titled. Mauny of these gentlemen are repre-
senfatives of firms having their headquarters
in the Eastern States, and as they are merely
birds of passage, there is every reason why
they should not be represented. I have a fur-
ther suspicion of this body when I realise
that in business they are all mixed up together
and are, in fact, engaged in an unlawful com-
bifation. They all play into each other’s hands
and upon the whele community. In faet, we
ought to declare it an illegal organisation.
There is no justification for the amendment.

Mr, MULLANY: I also oppose the amend-
ment. It is the most extraordinary thing I
have yet heard of in this Chamber. Indeed,
it is an impudeni proposal. Imagine a body
of individualsa who bLave no interest in the
wheat wishing to be represented on this board!
The member for Perth appears to be unable
to express any views other than those put for-
ward by the Perth Chamber of Commerce.
Surely he is not acting under direct instrue-
tions from that body.

Mr. HOLMAN: I feel that someone ought
to take the part of the Perth Chamber of Com-
merce. No doubt the prosperity of the State
depends upon it, and why, therefore, should
they not be represented on a board which deals
with the very staff of life?t We know that
the Government are not to be depended upon
to pnt the best men unpon this board. I con-
gratolate the member for Perth upon his far
sightedness in asking that some organisation
which possesses a certain amount of intellect
shall have a voice in nominating members of
the board, but T am afraid there is not much
chanee of our carrying this through.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The idea is that the
board should be the real thing, and not merely
a sham. I would remind hon. members of what
has happened in the past, when Mi. Bickford,
who did magnifiecent work, was replaced by
Mr. Pearse, a civil servant. No doubt the
two members nominated by the Minister will
override the farmers’' representatives, and it
will become a Minister’s beard. It will not
be ag strong a Doard to protect the interests
of the farmer as it i3 now. It would be almost
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a waste of money for the farmers to go to the
expense of electing representatives upon the
board. The Chamber of Commerce is quite
competent to name someone who would make
a suttabie member of this body.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are not the Govern-
ment competent?

Hen. J. MITCHELL: Yes, but the Govern-
ment would have comtrol of the board. The
idea is that the board should watch the inter-
esty of the farmer as well as of the people
gencrally, and he able to exercise some influ-
ence even against the DMimister, if necessary.
Failing this proposal I should like to see thres
representatives appointed by the farmers.

Mr. BROUN: The farmers’ representatives
under this provision would be elected by the
wheat growers as a whole, I intend to move
an amendment to Subclanse 4, striking out the
reference to any servant, director, or officer
being able to sit on the board. I do not see
what objection there could be to allowing the
Govermnent to nominate the other two mem-
bers, although I should like te support the
member for Perth in his efforts to have a
member of the Chamber of Commeree upon it.
The board is very little better under this Bill
than it is at present, I should like to have
seen an executive board appointed possessing
full powers. I will at all events support any
provision that will give vg the best possible
board.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. BROUN: I move an amendment—
That in Subelanse (4) the words ‘‘or who
may have been a director, officer, or servant
of any incorporated company or firm acting
a3 & Government acquiring agent?!’ he struck
out.
My reasons are those stated by the member
for North-East Fremantle, with regard to Mr.
Hammond—undoubtedly one of the best repre-
sentatives the farmers have had on the board,
And there are other gentlemen in practically
the same pogition as Mr. Hammond,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I quits rea-
lise that Mr. Deane Hammond would be an
admirable member of the board, Some exeep-
tion has been taken to his going on the board,
but I personally should not have the very
slightest objection. However, I strongly ob-.
jeet to any existing director, officer, or servant
of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., the acquiring
agents for the Sclieme, resigning his position
in that ecompapy in order to put up for eleec-
tion as a growers’ member, Such a possi-
hility should not even be tolerated by the Com-
mittee. Personally I have the highest respect
for the Westralian Farmers’ officers, but they
must ‘not go on this board, and T have no hesi-
tation in saying that if by anry chance the
amendment was earried and ome or other of
those genetlemen was elected to the board the
Government would dissolve the board,

Mr. Broun: That is absolutely a threat.
What will be the use of the board if the Min-
ister i3 to have absolute control?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is there one
member in this Chamber who will support the
taking from the Government of powers which
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arc rightfully theirs and the placing of the
Westralian [Parmers Ltd. in those powers?
What does the hon. member want the amengd-
ment carried for, if not for that purpose?

Mr. BROUN: I am unable to understand
the Attorney General’s attitude.

The Attorney General: Whom do you want
to put on the board?

Mr. BROUN: The Government themsclves
would elect the members under this clanse.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh no!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They will be elected by
the wheat growers.

Mr. BROUN: It is uselesa to give the farm-
ers the board if the Attorney General really
means what he has threatened, namely to dis-
zolve the board if a man whom we have nomi-
nated is elected.

"The Attorney General: I said, if a member
of the Westralian Farmers is put on the board..
Do not affect to misunderstand me,

Mr, BROUN: To-day there are on.the board
two farmers’ representatives nominated by
Mr. Baxter, They are shareholders in the-
Weatralian Tarmers, and I think one of themw.
has been an officer, I fancy a director, of tha.
Westralian Farmera.

Hon. P, Collier: If we get down to legis--
lating for one man, it is very peculiar indeed.

Mr, Holman: Why waive anything for any-
hody?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What we
want to do is to prevent a director or officer
or employee of one of these companies resign-
ing his position in order to become a member
of the board,

Hon, P. Collier: Stick to your clause, Mr.
Attorney! ’ ’

Hon, J. Mitchell: My idea was to insert
““for the past 12 months’' after ‘“servant’’
in line 3.

Mr. HOLMAN: This is & most extraor-
dinary proposition. Here we have g clange
supposed to be based on a principle, and the
prineiple, if it is good for any time, iz good
for all the time. To see a Minister in charge
of an important Bill agreeing to waive an im-
portant provision of it merely because one or
two members have expressed the opinion that
a certain man is very capable, absolutely as-
tounds me. The better course would be to
insert o proviso that if so-and-so is willing to
git on the board he may do se, The Govern-
ment degrade their position in the State by
allowing themselves to bo turned and twisted
on this wheat question,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I fail to see why
any person who has held a position in a com-
pany concerned in wheat acquiring should be
debarred from a seat on the board. My ob-
jection is that by this restriction we are not
treating everybody alike. Ts it at all likely
that Mr. Murray, Mr, MeGibbon, or Mr. Tay-
lor is geing to give up his high salaried posi-
tion in the Westralian Farmers Ltd. in order
to take a seat on this board¥ The supposition
is ridiculous.

The Attorney General: What I sesk to pre-
vent is an officer or director resigning now in
order to obtain a seat on the board.
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The CHAIRMAN: We are now discussing
the amendment moved by the member for Bev-
erley, and the member for Northam has sug-
gested another amendment. If the Committee
carries the amendment of the member for Bev-
erley and agrees that the words shall remain
part of the question, I shall not Dbe able to
accopt the amcndment of the member for
Northam,

Mr. MALEY: What is the position in re-
gard to another big spending departmment of
the State which is carrying out its functions
by means of an executive board? 1 refer to
the Induatries Assistance Board. 1 iwant to
allow every person to cxercise equal rights.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the Minister
will stick to the clause. There can be no
comparison between the work of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board and the board which
would be appointed under the Bill. The Min-
ister had an object in ineluding this clause.
The abject was based on a principle which is
gound and should be adhered to. Members
agree that any of the present directors of the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., should not have
the opportunity of being elected to this board
if they were to resign with that object in
view, because they would be interested. The
Woestralian Farmers Ltd. will be the servants
-of this board, and the board will have to ad-
judieate on a hundred and one questions which
will erop up. We know the conflict of opinion
which took place last year between the Min-
ister and the acquiring agent all along the
line, which resulted in building up files yards
high. Tt is reasonable to assume that there
will be innumerable instances in which a con-
fiiet of opinion will arise between the Minister
and his board and the aequiring agent. Here
is a member of the board, who should be act-
ing in an impartial manner, adjudicating be-
tween the Government and an acquiring
ageney, of which, 12 months before, he was
a servant or officer. It is a bad principle. If
I could be sure that certain ex-directors of
thia company, in whom everybody hags confi-
dence, would be appointed, T might agree to
the amendment. But what guarantee has the
Committee that any worthy ex-director will
suecced in being elected wnder this? Having
regard to the important duties and funetions
which will devolve upon the board, I think
it is wise that the clanse should stand, I will
vote for the clanse.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following resnlt—

Ayes .. .. .. . 9
Noes . A .. .. 28

Majority against .. 13

AYEH,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Money
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr Jones Mr, Pilkington
Mr. Lambert Mr. Grifithe
Mr. Maley (Teller.}
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NOES.
Mr, Brown Mr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr, Colller Mr. Rocke
Mr. Davles Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Draper Mr. Thomson
Mr. Foloy Mr. Troy
Mr. Georgs Mr. Underwood
Mr. Holman Mr, Veryard
Mr, Hudson Mr. Willeock
Mt. Lefroy Mr., Hardwich
Mr. Lutey (Teiler.)
Mr. Mitchell

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I think the feo
should bhe fixed in Subclause 8. I Qo
not  kmow  whether I shall Dbe in
order in moving to insert a fixed fee.

Under the Fremantle Harbour Trust Aet mem-
bers receive two guineas for every meeting
at which they are present, the chairman receiv-
ing an additional sum. Seeing that the chair-
wan in this case is to be o member of the
Executive Counecil, T do not think he should
get any special fee above that given to the
other members, I move an amendment—
That in Subclause 8 the word *‘pre-
_seribed’’ be struck out with a view to in-
serting other words.
I will then move to insert the prescribed fee
that shall be paid.

The CHATRMAN: I am prepared to aceept
the amendment to add a specified fee. It does
not come out of Consolidated Revenue but out
of the Pool.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The board,
as at present constituted, receives no fee at
all, except the eountry members who are given
twe guineas a day to compensate them for their
expense in ecoming from the country to attend
meetings. The fees are paid for the purposze of
recouping them for any expense they may
ineur, T have no objection to the amendment.

Mr., THOMSON: I hope the hon. member
will see that the members who come from the
country receive travelling allowance in addi-
tion to their other allowance.

Mr. Holman: We will sse that only town
members are elected to the board.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member can
diseuss that later.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move a further
amendment—
That after the word ‘‘fee’’ there be in-
serted ‘‘two guineas.’’

It will be noticed that the word ‘‘may”’
appears in the subelause. T do not know whether
it meany ‘*shall,’’ or not. If the members do
not desire to accept the fee they can reject it.

Mr. THOMSON: I should like to move an
amendment that travelling expenses should be
added in the case of membera from the coun-
try. I think that is a reasonable proposition.
It does not cost the City men anything extra
to attend these meetings, but the country mem-
ber arriving in Perth has to pay his hotel ax-
penses. He is not on the same footing as a
metropolitan member.
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The CHAIRMAN: After this amendment
"is disposed of the hon. member can move an
amendment to that effect,

Ameundment put and passed.

Mr. THOMBON: I move a further amend-
ment—

That after the word ‘‘fees’’ there be in-
serted ‘‘and prescribed travelling expenses.’’
Mr, HOLMAN: What are ‘‘prescribed ex-

penses’’?

The Attorney Geuneral: A rule will be drawn
up, preseribing expenses.

Mr. HOLMAN: Is it not the practice in
connection with all boards to pay travelling
expenses?

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. HOLMAN: f‘Prescribed expenses’’
might inelude living cxpenses. What gre the
expenses going to be? The amendment is un-
necessary.

Mr, THOMSON: My amendment refers to
memhers of the board who may have to travel
to and from country centres’ for the pnrposes
of the board’s work. If the member for Mur-
chison can peint out how the travelling ex-
penses way be ailowed apart frewn this 13ill,
I shall be prepared to withdraw my amend-
ment. However, seeing that the Attorney Gen-
eral supports the amendment, the Commnittee
might weil carry it.  The memhers of the
hoard should not be out of pocket over doing
their duty. 4

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T suggest
that the member for Katanning adopt the
language used in Beection 4 of the principal
Act, which refers to ‘‘fees and preseribed
travelling allowance.’’ '

Mr. THOMSON: I ask leave to withdraw
my amendment,

Leave refused.
Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. PICKERING: I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘fees’’ there be in-
serted ‘‘and preseribed travelling allow-
ance.’’

Mr. HOLMAN : Is the intention to make it the
ordinary travelling allowance, and would thia
cover expenses while in Perth ¢  Travelling
allowance™ I take to mean railwsy fare and
ordinary expenses on the journey. A member of
the board might be compelled to remain in Perth
for three or four days, and in that case he should
receive a fair deal

Amendment®put and passed.

. Hon, W.(. ANGWIN : I move a further amend.
ment—

Thet the following words be added to the
proviso :—* That the fees payable to any mem.
ber ahsall not in any one year exceed £15(."
Amendment put and passed ; tho clause as

amended agreed to,

Clause 5—Ratification of agreement,
schedule :

Hon, W, . ANGWIN : If wo pass thia clouse
we pass the agreement. I have a doubt as to
whother the agreement provides clearly who is
to pay for the roofing and the covering of the
sides of the stacks, I would draw attention to
Subelause 3 of Clause 2 of the agreement, which
states—

Stacking, protecting, ocaretaking and un-
stacking at country mdings other than wheat

[62]
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depbts in & manner approved by the Minister
from time to ime, Stacking sites and dunnage
to be provided by the Minister or with his ap-
proval at his expense.
That clause provides definitely that the stacking
sites and dunnage have to be provided by the
Minister, On referring to Clause 8 of the agree-
ment desling with stacking, we find that the
agent is to be responsible that the stacks shall be
properly erected and dunnaged, provided that
the necessary dunnage required by tho agent is
supplied by or at the expense of the Minister.
Then it gocs on to say that the agent will not be
required to provide protection or cover cither as
regards supplying matcrial or placing the material
on or around the stack, excepting as provided for
in Clause 11. On referring to Clause 11 of the
agrecment, we find that it deals with roofing, but
whether that includes material or not I cannot
say, Does it mean labour only? There is o
doubt as o who is to provide the material for the
covering .and roofing. ‘Lhe word *“work" in
that clause can be construed to mean that the
work shall be done completely, and that means that
we have to provide the material for the work,
Thet cleuse states—

For the work of roofing, ecrecning, protecting
and carctaking till the end of May, 1819, such
stacks as may be nominated by the Minister,
the payment shall be one farthing per bushel
of the wheat coutsined in the stacks.

Whether that ferthing per bushel meant only the
wheat in the stacks or all the wheat that they
took, is not stated. It was not until the Royal
Commission made & few inquiries that this was
made ¢clear, The Solicitor General had no oppor-
tunity for perusing the agroement hefore it was
signed. On the second reading we were told that
Mr. Sayer had drafted the agreement. The Royal
Commission put this question to Mr. Sayer, " You
did not have the agrecement a sufficient length of
time to cnable you to recommend that it be
signed " And in his answer Mr. Sayer said that
a copy of the agrecraent was brought down to him
shortly beforc the mecting of Cabinet, but
that before he had an opportunity of perusing that
copy it was sent for and taken away, and s0 he
had no opportunity of critically examining it,
That is the agreement we are asked to ratify to-
night. In answer to further questions, Mr. Sayer
aaid that it was impossible for him to deal with it,
because the time was too limited. He waas asked
did the farthing ineclude roofing, and he said it
secmed to him that the agent would have to pro.
vide the material. He said further, that the
farthing per bushel referred only to the wheat in
the stacks, The agreement was signed on the
24th October, The Govcernment say they believe
in assisting co-operation, They would be actin
contrary to that principle if they did not han
over the work to the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
The Minister has not told us that at one time, not
very long age, the Govemment entertained the
intention of doing the work themselves,

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

The Attorney General: Have you any evidenoce
of that 7

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Yes, Since it was dis-
covered that the Government were likely to do
the work themaelves, in o letter dated Bth Septem-
ber, the Westralian Farmers, Limited: instructed
all their co-operative societics not to act as sub.
agents unless the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
were appointed sole receiving agents, It was
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this that secured the contract for the Westralian
Farmers, Limited. I have this in a letier signed
by & member of a co.operative society.  This is
gigned by a gentleman who is the secretary of a
co-Operative society.

'The Attorney General: Whether that is true or
not has nothing to do with their getting the agree-
ment,

Hon, W.C. ANGWIN : I am showing the Govern-
ment the position they are in. 'We have men in
Fremantle to.day who are altmost starving through
the sotion of the Government, 1 may say that
this letter thanks mo for looking after tho interest
of the farmer, This indicates the action taken by
the Westralian Farmera, Limited, in respect to tho
agreement. -

Mr, Pickering: Is there any confirmation of
that letter ?

Hon. W,C. ANGWIN : Donot let the hon. member
make any mistake asbout that, The Westralian
Farmers, Limited, did their utmost to stop this
society from coming into existence, urging the
Prime Minister to prevent it under the War Pre-
coutions Act. I am merely showing what was
done to induce the Government to give this agree-
ment a8 proposed to the Westralian Farmers,
Limited. What is the clear position of the points
I have just raised ? T8 it clear as to whether the
Government or the Westralisn Farmers, Limited,
have to provide the roofing ? Therc are many
alterations in the agrecment as compared with that
of last ycar., These have been made with the
idea of the Scheme carmrying out the work to the
best interests of the State, The Westralian
Farmers Limited, however, have defied the officers
of the Scheme in almost every case, That is the
reason why the Hon, Mr. Baxter has been con-
demned when he has endeavoured to protect the
interests of the Statc, Last year thc agreement
waa only signed the day before the second reading
of the Bill was moved in another place. This firm
began to handle the wheat in December, and the
Bill was only brought in during the latter part of
the following March, The clause in the agreement
relating to books and accounts has not appeared
in any previous agreement, Apporently the
Government found that the books werc not being
written uwp, Up to within a few weeks ago the
affairs concerning the 1915-16 crop had not been
put into order, and the audit for the 1916-17
_crop had not been completed up to a week or two

0,

Mr, Broun: That ia not the fault of the Wes-
tralian Farmers, Limited.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : All the other firms were
found to be correet with the exception of this par-
ticular firm, It was therefore necessary that this
clause should be inscrted in the agreement. I
hope the Government will put the penalty into
effect if necessary.

The Minister for Works : Does this sppear in the
evidence ?

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN : It appears on the files,
which we had an oppertunity of perusing. With
regard 0 the clauge in the agreement concerning
instructions by wheat inspectors, none of these
instructions were carried out last year, If 1 was
offered the position held by Mr. Keys, and given
£2,000 & year to manege the Wheat Scheme this
yeur, I would not accept it after all that he had to
go through last year. His life was made a burden,

Mr. Pickering: Do you not think he did some-
thing to make other people’a lives a burden ¥

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : I would not aceept the
position because I know what occurred. The
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acquiring agents under the agreement have to
load in trucks. I regret that the Governmment did
not go further, I am bome out by Mr. Shillington
and Mr, Lord when I say that the persons who are
respongible for loading the trucks should also be
responsible for unloading them. The only way
that can be done is for the acquiring agent to
unlosd the trucks at the depdts, and stack the
wheat there, T have been told that this would
mean the employment of an army of inspectors,
At Spencer's Braok last year the Scheme had 13
men employed checking weight, If those 13 men
did nothing but check the Westralian Farmers, it
would not cost the Government a penny more
than the cost under the present agreement, Know-
ing what I do, I dare not move that such a
provision should be included in the agreement.
However, the position last year was that the
Scheme had only one acquiring agency, and had
to give way, From my experience of the Wes-
tralian Farmers, I would not trust them. Last
year about 2,000 trucks werc on the road under
load at one time.

The Attorney General :
the strike.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Hon. W. U. ANGWIN: [Not entirely. A
considerable amount of demurrage might be
saved, and the rolling stock made available for
other railway purposes. I cannot support the
motion to increass the remuneration in respsct
of the extra work. As to roofing, one farthing
per bushel was boing paid to the Wostralian
Farmers, and they demanded a half-penny. The
previons yeer the cost had been one-eighth of &
penny per bushel. I propose to move amend-
ments undeér which the Westralian Farmera would
be paid separately for the actual checking of
samples and verifying of depdt telly motes st the
rate of one-eighth of & penny per bushel, and for
the issuing of certificatea at the rate of one farthing
per bushel, instead of at the rate of three-eighths
of & penny per bushel for all three services.

Mr. Foley : You propose to give the equivalent
in two separate amounts.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Mr. Sayer, the Solicitor
General, in giving evidence said that if the work
wos not “ actuslly ™ done it should not be paid
for. According to the ovidenco of the manager,
the work was not done, but he made an arrange-
ment with the aequiring agent. We know thi
year they are going to handle three million bushela
more than wos handled last year, which moana
that we will pay over £5,000, as against £3,000
last year. TEB estimated yield ia 12 million
bushels, which means that the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., will handla 10 to 10} million bushels, Onos
eighth of a penny on that quantity will give £5,000,
and we sro going to make a present of that sum
to the Westralian Farmers, Lid., for work which
will not he performed. The paragraph in ths
clauso of the agreement dealing with remunerstion
reads * for issuing certificates, chocking sample,
verifyini depdt tally notes, three-eighths of o penny
per bushel.” That will mean that if they onl
chook three bags they will check samples. 1 wis
to have tho agreement made quite clear, and I am
going to ask hon, members to separate the two
amounts, so that if the Westralian Farmers, Lid.,
do not perforn the work they will not be paid.

Mr. Pilkington: How can we alter the agree-
ment now that it hags been signed 7 You cannot
compel them to agree to something else.

That was owing to



[13 Deczuser, 1918.)

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This agreoment has
been entered into contrary to the wishes of Par-
liament.

Mr. Pilkington: You canunot refuse to ratify it.
You eannot amend it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : Similar agreements havo
been amended repeatedly.

Hon. P. Collier: Tho Westralian Farmers, Lid.,
can rofuse o carry out the contract.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I want to make them do
the work they are going to be paid for.

fHon. P. Collier: 1If they do not accept the
alteration we can get gome other agent to do the
work.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : The FParliament of this
Stato last April or May refused to allow the Govern-
‘ment to enter into an agreement for 1918-19.
A Bill waa introduced providing that the agreement
should apply to the forthooming harvest, and
the poople who entered into the agreement did so
with their eyes open. As a matter of fact, we can
cut out the agreement altogetlier. 1 have not
the slightest doubt that the two iterns have been
put together this year for the purpose of allowing
the work to be done as it was done before.

12 clock, midnight,

Mr. FOLEY : If we carry this clause the agree-
ment will be ratified. It is questionable whether
it is not too lato to do enything. Hon. members
who should know something about law say that it
is too late. We have been given to understand that
any agreement made with the company would
be eubjoct to ratification by Parliament. If it ia
not 80, we have been wasting time diseussing the
Bill. I want s fair deal from the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd. The member for North-EFast
Fremantle has said that the company have not
delivered the goods. It is yet to be proved that the
price to be paid to tho Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
ig 8a low as any other firm would be prepared to
acoept for the work., The Westralisn ¥armers,
Ltd., are not a co-operative company. If we
ratify the agreement we ratify the methods of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.. it sweating the men
employed on the wheat stacks, In one instance
the Westralian Farmers, Lid., paid to their sub-
agents £310 for work for which the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., had received from the Government
the sum of £937. The agreement provides for
the giving of a monopoly to a comgany of that

. character! The sweaters at the head of the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., have filched money
from the pockets of indigent farmers to put it
into the pockets of St. George’s-terrace farmers.
To give to such & firm & monopoly of the handling
of the State’'s wheat is not in the best interests
of the State. If Perliament has not the right to
roview this agreement in the intcrests of the
farmers, we bave been made the victims of a
confidence trick. The Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
know more about wheat handling and the business
connected with it than the pooer farmera for whom
they are handling it, or the poor benighied in-
dividusls who are not members of their vrganisation,
but are the real and only true disciples of co-
operation so far a3 the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
ore concerned.

The Miaister for Works: You make out thst
they are reoking the farmers, '

Mr, FOLEY : T do say that, This is one of the
wayg in which more than half the money has gone.
T am of opinion that in this connection the Westral-
ian Farmers, Ltd., and the Country party are ona
and the same orgenisation. Although they say
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that co-operation i their gumiding principls in
ovary phase of wheat handling, the small co-
operativa sccieties have ‘' the boot put into them ™
by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., as heavily as
possible. If it was not put into them, the Weustral-
ian Farmers could not pay the moncy they do for
the salariea of their administrative heads, neither
would the gentlemen occupying those position
have loft the insurance business to go to a plae
where thoy could make more out of the bonighted
farmers, who are gulled into helicving that they
have something in the way of co-operation. There
fa & small oo-operative movement involving big
monay, but that movement begins and ends in
tho administrative power exercised by the heads
of the Wegtralinn Farmers, 1.td. Wo sre asked
to ratify this agreement. IF & pistol waa held at
the head of the Government last year I have not
heard of any amendment which will take the gun
away from the head of the Government this yoar.
The people enjoying this monopoly “‘Dulli’ be
foolish if they did not put the gun at the heaid
of the Government when they have an opportuhity
of doing s0. Supporters of this organisation have
put the gun at the head of every Government
of thia State since they have been o party. The
did it in the case of the Scaddan Govermneﬂf,
and cannot deny what I havo said. I do not
want to see this agroement agaia ratified. There
are 70 of those co-operative govieties in tho State,
as well as the principal coimpany which has beeh
referred to ag the parent company. I may say
that the parent has brought up his sons *“ on the
belt,” These administrative heads are not in the
buginesa for a joke, for there ia a lot of insurance
work to be dono in the difforent distriots. The
farmers are being bled, becanse they are guiled into
the bolief that they have a co-operative movement.
Instead of the handling of wheat costing £310,
as in the case I havo instancod, it.is costing the
farmer £937.

The Minister for Works : Whero has the balanco
gone ?

Mr. FOLEY : To the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
who charged it “E to the Government. The
Government paid that amount from the money
belonging to the State for £310 worth of werk.

The Minieter for Wocks: It is the farmers’
maoney.

Mr, FOLEY : I have never yet heard in this
Chamber of an instance of work being done at a
cost of over 200 per cont. above what it should
cost without some severe criticiem from -those
hon. moembers who aro now agquiescing in: this
agresment. 1 believe it is a bad thing, and I do
not know how we are to gat the value for the
maoney, such a3 we would get in the case of open
competition. Yt wounld be better not to enter into
the agreement at all. Parliament would not be
breaking its word if it did not ratify it, for it haa
alwaya had the right to ratify or reject any agree-
ment made by a Government. The wheat growers
are not getting the best possible deal in this matter,
and the work in not done in the moat oconomioal
way. Thero must have been some big mione
going into tho Westralian Farmers, Ltd., whi
started about 2} years ago ou a very small capital.
See the large premises they have now, and observe
the huge salaries they pay their leading officials,
I oontend the wheat growers are mot getting the
best results from this agreement, and have ‘not
obtained tho beat results from past agreements.
The Westralian Farmers are waxing fat and rich
on the good conditions of their arrangement
with the Western Australian Government. I
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‘Prefor opon tendering, and lot the hést man get
‘the work. Tt has been publicly séated that prices
have boen asked by the Government for various
olasges of work, and that when the prices have
come along the officers of our State departments
have asked the Westralisn Farmers to quote.
In the oase of that company the industrial and
politicsl tics are inextricably interwoven. A few
mon are battening on the farmers, working on their
gullibility to induce them to believe that they are
‘obtaining something in the way of co-operation.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : T move an amendment—
That after the word ** confirmed  thers be
inserted ** Subject to the following amendment :—
‘ Section 11, Subsection (1), paragraph (dY, by
striking out the words ° ohecking sample,
verifying depdt tally notes, three-eighths.” *
T desire a definite price for each class of work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Were we now
drafting the agreement, I would be dizposed to
accept tho advice of the mover of the amendment ;
but the agreement has been entered into and
signed, and is mow being carried out, and if the
Committes altered it as here proposed, and if the
Westralisn Farmeors werc not agresable to the
alteration, o position of much diffieulty would be
orented. I have no hesitation in saying that if
the agent either does not issue certificates or
doos not take samples or does not verify tally
.notes, he will not got his three-eighths.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : It happenod last year.

‘The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not care
‘what happened last year. If they do only two
of these jobs they will be paid for what they do.
I do not think there is any intention on tho part
‘of the Westraliau Farmers, Ltd., to avoid dis-
vharging any part of tho agreement. As a matter
of fact, it was I who had the privilege within the
last three or four daye of putting the finishing
touches to the agreement. I received an assurance
from Mr. Stirlirg Taylor that the sgreement would
be earried out in its entirety. I can assure mem-
‘bers there is no intention on the part of the Govern.
ment to lot the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., off in
connoction with any part of their duty, nor have
1 hoard that the Weatralian Farmers, Ltd., want to
shirk any part of their duty. Tho agreement has
been entered into in good faith, and if it had been
possible to consult Parlisment the Government
.would have been glad to do sc. The Minister
had power under the Whoat Marketing Act to
. make this sgreement. The splitting of the pay-
ments into two might cause some annoyance to
the Government in their relations with the
Westralion Farmers, Ltd., which relations to-day
are very cordinl '

Hon. W. 3. "NGWIN: Ia my opinion we shall
not know whether the work is done in the future,
ond T am going to ask the Committes to make the
poeition clear and distinet. I have it on the
avidence of the Soljcitor General that the word
“ aotuslly ” ie essential on this question. They
must do the ‘‘ actual™ work. If they do not

rform the ** actual”’ work they cannot be paid.
Fwill ask hon. members to support the division
of paragraph (d) of Clause 11 of the agreement,
and if tho Westralian Farmers, Ltd., do the work
they will not be handicapped at all. I want to
8o fix it that if the company do not do the work of
sampling in the depdts they shall not be paid for it.

[Mr. Foley tock the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAN : It is difficult to understand the
opposition to Gthe asmondment. It bas been
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ointed out that there is possibility of an evasion
in the carrying -out of the agreement. ’

The Attorney General: If they fail to-perform
any part' of the work they will not be paid the
three-vighths of a penny. .

Mr. HOLMAXN : There will have to be very differ-
ent Ministerial control if thers is -to be an
improvement in the methods of the past. Marked
favouritism has besn shown. We have to protect
the wheat-growers, who should not be compelled
to pay for services which have not been performed.
The duties here grouped together ought to be
separated. If the company fail to carry out any
of their duties, who is to say that they shall not
be paid ?

The Attorney General : ‘We will say it.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Attorney General will
have no say in it whatever. If he had the control
of the Scheme, I should he prepared to let the
business go without any agreement whatever.
But it ia beyond even the admitfed capacity of
the Attorney General to impart any ability to
the Ministor in charge of the Scheme. The Attorney
General is evidently going to wateh affairs to see
that every clauge in the agreement i3 carried out.

The Attorney General : The whole Government
are bound to see that the agreoment is carried out.

Mr. HOLMAN: Hundreds of thousands of
pounds are involved in this agreament, and a great
deal of care wil] have to be taken to sce that thoge
who put the wheat into the Pool do not lose money.
The guarantee of the Government of 4s. or da.
4d., per bushel at sidings may mean & loss to the
Eeople concernod in connoction with the coming

arvest, and it is incumhbent upon the Government
to see that the greatest care is taken in the matter,
I would like to say that no one in this Chamber
has given more attention to the working of this
Scheme than the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, and no one knows more about the subject
then he does. The Minister should be guided by
him o a greator extent than he apparontly is, for
the hon. member knows what is likely to oceur
in the carrying out of this agreement. Is thore not
goma likelibood of litigation arising if the Govern-
ment do not pay these people the whole of the
amount involved ! If thoy got £3,000 last year
far doing nothing we should see that they do not
got anything this year.

Hon, P. Collier : Why not make it clear ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is quite
clear. They have to perform three services before
they get o penny. If these services are split up
into two lots they might say, * We have performed
ome service, give us a farthing. They might also
say, "' We have performed the other service, give
us an eighth of a penny.” Unless they parform all
the services they do not get the money., The
smendment making the amount a lump sum was
put in at the instance of the Wheat Scheme.

Hon. P. Collier: Does the Solicitor General
endorse it ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: It does not appear so in the
evidence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He discussed
the whole terms of the agreement with me.

Hon, P. Collier : After it was signed, but not
before.

Mr. HOLMAN: One can well imagine the
Solicitor General in the hands of the Attorney
Genearal after the agreoment had been signed.

The Attorney General: The Solicitor General
is & very learned and clever man.

1 o'clock &.m.
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Mr. HOLMAN : Certainly ; and far too court-
eous a gontleman to criticise this agroement in
such a manncr as would hurt the fine and delicate
susceptibilities of the Attorney General. From the
Solicitor General’s evidence before the Royal
Commisgion it is quite plain that he had no oppor-
tunity of considering this agreoment adequately.
The agresment was, in fact, signed beforo it wags
submitted to him.

Hon. P. Collier:
that day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And signed the next day.

Mr. HOLMAN : If some of tho wheat sent down
is not in agcordance with the check sample, then,
if payment for this work is split up as proposed
by the amendment, it will be possible not merely
to block payment for the work but also to penaliss
tho agonts.

Amendment put and declared carried.

The Premier: Divide.

Mr. Holman: There cannot be a divisien, there
was only one “aye”

The Promier : YWhat was the question ?

The CHAIRMAN : The question I put was that
Clause 5 stand part of the Bill, to which an amend.-
ment was moved by the member for North-East
¥remontle to add the words—* Subject to ghe
following amendment in Clause 11, Subclause 1,
parngraph {d) by striking out the words * checking
sample, verifying depdt tally notes, three-cighths,”
and the question was that the words propesed to
be struck out stand part of the clause, There was
only one “aye” and I gave it to the ‘ noes.”

Point. of Order. .

Mr. Maley: On a point of order, the question
before tho Committee was the agreement set out
in the sehedule.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We were dealing with
Clause & of the Bill.

Mr. Maley : Clause 5 cannot include the whole
of the schedule as well ; the schedule is a thing
apart,

The Chairman: When the member for Mur-
chison wns discussing the question, I clearly statod
that there was an amendment proposed, not to the
schedule, but to Clause 5, which we were dealing
with, and I added that the hon. member had
divided tho amendment into threo parts. I read
the firat part, and it was that to Clause 5t was
proposed to add “ subject to the follewing amend.
ment in Clause IL, Subelause 1, paragraph (d) of the
First Schedule by striking out the words * checking
sample, verifying depdt tally-notes, three-cighths,

Mr. Maley: It is nocessary for ynu to put the
amendment t0 Clause 5 and declare that carried
fitst, and at a later stage submit the amendnent
to the schedule.

The Chairman: It was quite in order to put
the amendraent in the way it was put to the Com-
mittee,

Mr. Holman: And the amendment to the
schedule would be conscguential.

The Chairman: My ruling is that the amend-
ment was properly put. :

The Promier: T want to know exactly whore
we are. You, Mr. Chairman, put the question in
this way—"* That the words proposed to be struck
out stand part of the question” T called ““ aye™

Hon, P. Collier: Yours was the only “aye”
called. Therc was no one else sitking on your
side of thc House.

The Premier: 1 want the Chairman to be
the judge. The Chairman has not said whether
he has decided to allow the “ noes” to have i, or

It was approved by Cabinet
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‘whether he will allow the division to take plaoce,

T called “divide.”
elss gaid “ aye”

Hon. P. Collier: There was no one else on your
gide of the louse.

The Chairmen: When I put the guestion
there were several ““noes’’ and I heard only one
“aye” and that eame from the Premier,

Mr. Holman: That “aye” was called by the
Premier after the “noes™ had apolken,

The Chairman: Immediately afterwards the
Premier and the member for (reenough roee
simultancously. I declared that the ““ noes® had
it. It is not poasible to divide the Committee on
the question because there was only ene “ aye.”

I do not know whether anycne

Committee Tesumed,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : I move a further amend-
meit—

That in paragraph (d} *‘ onefourth® be in.
serted, :
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not think

this is rogular. Tho only amendment that can
be made to Clause 5 is the addition of words. We
cannot alter the agreement ; all that we can do is
to add words t0 Clause 5. 1t is enly on Clause B
that an amendment can be made.

Hon, P, Collior : We are on Clause 5 now,

The MINISTER FOR MINES ;: It is not possible
on Clause 5 to strike out words from the agreement,
The amendment was to strike out certain words
from the agreement, which is not possible,

The CHATRMAN : The amendment was to add
to Clausc & certain words, which will have the effect
of striking out words from the agrecment,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, the
amendment was an amebdniont to the agree-
ment.

Hon. P. Gollier : How do you know ¥ You woere
not in the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I wag,

Hon. P. Collier: You were not ; you are telling
an untruth, '

The MINISTER. FOR MINLES: I ask that that
be withdrawn. You, Mr. Cheirman, said the
nmendmont was to striko out words, Obviously
no words ean be struck out from Clause §, .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On & point of order,
The Minister for Mines said that he was in the
HMouse. He was not, On the Government side
there were only the member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Johnston), who was asleep, and the Premier,
and the member for Northam (Efon. J, Mitchell),

Me. Dramer: You ave wrong there,

Hon. W. {8, ANG'WIN: I am not. You were
behind the screun, and so were ngt, actually in the
:E{;Juse. The Minister for Mi.nesi\‘.\.‘s’uot here at
all,

The CHAIRMAN : What is the point of order 7

Hon. W.C, ANGWIN : My point of order is that
the Minister is trying to bambooale you.

The CHAIRMAN : Well, I am here to look after
myself. I-have told the Committee what the
amendment is, If any hon, member thinks it is
irregular, he hag the opportunity of moving to
dissent from my rtuling,

Hon. W. C. Angwin : But we eannot go back now,
ginge we &re on another amendment.

The Minister for Mines : The decision was given
for the “Noes,” and therefore, the words stand
part of the clouae.

The Attorney Genersl : Yes. You had us in the
same wny last week. I know from your de.
meanour that you are wrong.
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Hon. P. COLLIER : If wo are tv conduct the
business in an amicable way, it will not help if the
Attorney General, who wes net here, is to suggest

- that ho knows by our demecanour that we are
wrong,

The CHAIRMAN : If anyono wishes to move
to dissent from my ruling, he may do so now. But
we are past the first amendment, and we are on
the second amendment, which is the amendment
the Committee will be asked to vote upon. I
cannot allow any hon, member to hold an inquest
on what has been done in this Chamber, We have

~ passed that amendment, and are now dealing with
another which I have read out from the Chair.
That is the question beforc hon. members,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : The amendment that I

have to move is to insert the words * one fourth,.”

The Attorney General: I am opposed to
that.

Amendment put aad a division taken with the
following result :—
Ayes ... .. 8
Noes ... - 17
Majority against 9

AYES,
Mr. Angwio Mr, Teesdale
My, Chesson Mr. Willcock
Mpr. Collier My, Munsie
Mr. Holman (Teller.y
Mr, Lutey
NoEgB.
Mr. Broun - Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Draper Mr. Money
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Mullany
Mr. George Mr, Pickering
Mr, Grifliths Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Hudson Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Johuston Mr. Underwood
My Lefroy Mr. Hardwlck
Mr. Maley {Teller.)

Amendment thus negaiived.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN : I move & further amend -
ment—

That there bo inserted a nmew paragraph, to
stand ns paragraph {f), as follows :—*For actual
checking of sample and verifying of depdt tally
notes, one-eighth of a penny per bushel”

Mr. HOLMAN: I would suggest that the
Minister should report progress and tell us later
exactly where we are. There will then be & better
chance of our putting this clause through in a
sensible form, I move—

That progress be reported,

Motion put and & division taken with tho follow-
ing result :—
: Ayes ... 7
Noes ... 18

Majority against 1I

AYEd.
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Willcock
Mr. Muasie
{Teller.)

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Cheason
Mr. Collier
Mr. Holman
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Noes.’
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Draper Mr. Mullany
Mr. Gardincr Mr. Pickering
Mr. George Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Grifithe . Mr, R, T. Robiosou
Mr. Hudsen Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lofroy Mr. Elardwick
Mr. Maley ’ (Teiler.)
Mr. Mitchell

Motion thua nogatived,
[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAN : Upen the discussion of & matter
of vital importance to the farming community in
particulsr, it is intercsting to observe that, with
one sleeping exception, not a member of the
Country party is in his seat. Members come
trooping in from outside to vote, without knowing
what the Committee is dividing on. The same
imposition is to be practised on the wheat growers
this seagson as last season, when the Weatralian
Farmers were paid some £3,000 for doing nothing
at all, The question now is, shall we state de-
finitely what remuneration is to be paid for cach
of eertoin dutics ¥ What does ‘* actual checking
of samples” mean? In the northern areas the
wheat Tipens a few weeks earlier than in the south,
and is somewhat supcrior in quality., Therefore
it possibly does not need so much checking. If
there has been o little extra rain in the Midland
district, the danger of rust in tho Midland wheat
has to be taken into account. The persons who
sampled the wheat in the northern districts might
take that wheat a8 representative of all the wheat
grown in Western Australin. Tt is absolutely
necessary that the Committec should pass the
amendment. I am sorry that my suggestion
was not taken and progress reported, so that we
might have an opportunity for a thorough con-
sideration of the position, However, I will support
the amendment. The Solicitor Cleneral has not
even geen this agreement, but when hon. members
point ¢ut certain difficultics in connection with it,
we get no support, It ia a disgrace to any legis-
lature to allow & measure of this nature to pass.
The amendment sets out excatly what work shall
ba done beforc & certificate is rceeived. It may
be that samples do not require to be checked so far
88 the northern wheat is concerned, and that thia
would mean & saving of a-arge amount of money.
On the other hand, in the southern areas, owing to
wet scasons and other causes, a double check
may be necessary, and this may involve the ex-
penditure of double the amount, though I do not
know if that would be the case. 1 hope that those
who have some consideration for the hard worked
farming community will ensure the passing of the
smendment,

2 o’clock a.m,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Unless the aystem is
altered, we are liable to pay £5,000 of the State's
money for werk which will never be performed.
I have the Solicitor General’s opinion that the
word “ actual” is essentinlly necded, in order to
ensure that the work shall be performed. T bring
forward these smendment because I honestly
believe the agreoment to be defective. In view
of tho price guaranteed for the wheat, this £5,000
will have to come out of the taxpayer's pocket ;
henee my insistence.
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Amendment put, and a division taken with the
following result :— ‘

Ayes ki
Noes 17
Majority againat ... 10
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willeock
Mr, Collier Mr, Lutey
Mr. Holman {Teller.)
Noes.
Mr. Broun Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Draper Mr. Money
Mr., Gardloer Mr. Mullaony
Mr. Genrge Mr. Plckering
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Hudson Mr. R, T. Robinson
‘Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley {Teiler.)

Amendment thus negatived,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : I notice that the agents
aro not to be called upon to pay railway demurrage.
T esk the Minister whether he can give me an idea
83 t0 what amount this country has had to pay
for demurrage through the neogligence of the
Westralisn Farmers, Ltd., last year., Have the
Railway Department been paid demurrage ?
Every other agent handling the wheat for the
Scheme has had to pay for the trucks out of their
charges. Fhe Westralian Farmors, Ltd, have
never had to pay anything, or if they have poid,
the amount has been very littlee Then we arc
asked why our railways are not paying, Can we
not see how it is that the country is going to the
dogs? We have a company here which is ex-
ploiting the finances of the Btatc and exploiting
every person who pays taxation, The Government
have not the backbone of a lonse in matters affect.
ing the wheat Schome, They are afraid to do
anything for fear they will offend their political
masters. They have made a scapegoat of the
Honorary Minister.

The Minister for Worka :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN :
-of the Government,

The Minister fnr Works :
-anything of the kind.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have. The
Honorary Minister has been compelled to carry
the baby, and he has had to stand up and proteet
the interests of the State while other members
are doing evorything thov can to got some popu-
larity, perheps with the idea of hecoming Premier
or gomething clee. Some Ministers will do any-
thing for the purposo of getting political control.

The Minister for Works : Who will ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some people will,

The Minister for Works: I wish you would
name them,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I am not referring to
the Minister for Works,

The Minister for Works:
nasty insinuation,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am stating what is
true. If the Minister for Worke had seen some of
the papers that I have seen he would soon como
-t0 the conclusion that the Honorary Minister had
‘been made a ascapegoat, The Honorary Minister
has fought with hie back to the wall, and his

Who has ?
Some of the members

They have not done

You arc making a
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reputation has been taken from him, and his
colleagues have not been men enough t¢ protect
him from the base accusations which have been
made against him, Then we are asked to pass
the agreement which will draw on the funds of the
State for work which has never been carried out,

Hon. P, Collier: It will be the last agresment
they will ever have the opportunity of making ;
they have overreached themsalves.

Hon, W. C. ANOWIN : Some of the stringent
provigions which have had to be put into the
agreement this year arc the result of last year's
experience. Those provisions were never required
before the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., secured
the monopoly. I say it without any rcservation,
that the agreement has been preparcd in such &
way a8 to prevent the House pointing cut that the
‘Westralian Farmers, Ltd., got £3,000 for nothing
last year, and it has also been worded in such
& way as to enablo the Westralian Farmers, Litd.,
to get £3,000 this year in a similar manner.

The Minister for Works: 'Who made this agree.
ment ?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The agreement was
made when the Honorary DMinister was in the
Lastern Statcs.

The Attorney General: ¥t was not.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I can prove that the
finalising of thc agreement was done while the
Honorary Minister waa in Melbourne,

The Attorney Gteneral: The Honorary Minister
returned before thot.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN : Tt waa done while the
Honorary Minister was out of the State,

Tho Attorncy General: I say that ho had re-
turned.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : It is not so. I have
seen the papers, which the hon., moember tried
to block mo from getting.

The Astorney General : I think the hon. member
ia wrong in meking these statements, even if it
is early morning.

Hon. P. Collier: It is owing to the attitude
you are adopting.

Tho Attorney General : It is owing to the attitudo
you are adopting,

Hon, P. Collier: And you will get & lot more of
it before you get tho Bill through.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: ‘There are in the Bill
some heavy penalty clauses, which were never
vreviously required. Then there ia the provision
for a bond. Last year there was only three wecks
of their timo 60 go when they were asked to fill
in their hond.

The Minister for Works: Oh, make it a want
of confidence motion and have done with it.

Hon, P, Collier; I would not take office on
sufferance, with my followers talking about me
as your followers talk about you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The company’s profit
is the extent of their liability, and 8o tno in respect
of their commission for supervising the work,
The Westralian Farmers, Ltd, cannot make a
loss. In previous years the acquiring ngents had
to put up £20,000 to cover their lability. Yet
we are told there iz no favouritism going, Is it
any wonder that people are saying that, inatead of
the Government being in control, a fow ontsiders
are successfully pulling the strings. The country
should not be run, as it is being run, in the interests
of one scction of the community, This very agres.
ment i3 evidence of the position, No momber
of the Chamber would care to pay out of his own
pocket for work that is not done. but all of those
on that side are prepared to vote the State's
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money away for nothing. No privaete company
should be permitted to build up its finances from
the State Treasury, This agrecment has been
drawn up exclusively in the interests of a private
trading concern, The co-operative soccicties will
301: be paid a fair thing for the work they have to

0,
Hon. P. COLLIER : I move—
That progress bo Teported,

Motion put and a division taken with the follow-

ing resuly :—
Ayes ... e 9
Noes ... .. 15
Majority agsinst ... G
Avas,
Mr., Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr, Chesson Mr. Pilikington
Mr. Collier Mr. Willcock
Mr. Holmuan Mr. Latey
Mr. Mitchell (Teller.)
NoEes.
Mr. Broun Mr. Maley
Mr. Draper Mr. Money
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Plckering
Mr. George Mr., R. T. Robinson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johmnston Mr, Hardwick
Mr, Lofroy {Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Hon. P. COLLIER : If nothing clse comes out
of the debate, it should at least reveal to the people
of the country the manncr in which the govern-
ment of the State is being conducted. Some
months ago the Government appointed a Royal
Commission to inquire into all matters cencerning
tho handling of the harvest, and presumably they
selected those men in whom they had the greatest
confidence. The members of this Commission
have devoted themsclves impartially to the con-
sideration of every aspeet of the matter with which
this Bill deals. It is years since any member of
this Chambher has made such a close analytical
examination of the subject as has been done by the
member for North-East Fremantle, Not even the
Minister in charge of the Bill would pit his detailed
knowledge of the Schemc against that of the
Chairmen of this Commission. What attention
has been paid to that knowledge by hon, mem-
bers ? Some have not cven listencd to what he
hed to say, and others who did listen were not
infloenced by it.

Mr. Maley: What heed was paid to the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission on Agricul-
ture.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Apparently the inform-
ation placed hofore hon. membera hag had no
effect wpon them, because of the dishonest ecom-
bination ov influence existing between the Govern-
ment supportera and the members of the Govern-
ment, There can be no escape from that charge,
It is probable that the ool will be exploited to
the extent of £4,000 or £5,000 for work that has
not. been performed, and the Minister does not
attempt to refute the srgument of the member for
North-Kast Fremantle on that score,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is the manager’a
statement.

Hon, P. COLLIER : The Government are con-
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under any circumstances, They can only succeed
in this by buying support from members on the
cross benches through an agreemént of thia kind,
The Grovernment may well be likened to a rooster
with its head cut off, flapping about and not know-
ing where it is going, and whose wings and legs.
represent tho members of Cabinet, The membera
of the Country party have brought political pres-
sure to bear on the Government in order to have
included in thie agreement clauscs which are con-
trary to the welfare of the Wheat Pool and of
this country, and the Government have yielded
to that pressure in order that they may hang on to
office a little longer, The longer they remain in
affice, the more diseredited will they become in
the eyes of the people. The member for Williams-
Narrogin over and over again to-day buttered up
the Premier for “ his whole-hearted support of the:
farming community.” With his tonguc in his
ciieek, the hon, member did make a mild protess
a3 vegards the proposed executive board, but he
did not carry his protest any further on the amend.
ment of the member for North-East Fremantle,
apparently because the Countty party have ob.
tained all they want under this agreement. The
agreement was approved by Cabinet in circum-
stances which can only be described as most un-
satisfactory, According to the evidence of the
Solicitor General himself, that officer had had no
opportunity whatever of closely examining the:
agreement prior to its completion by the Govern-
ment. Who drafted the agrocment ?

3 o'clock, am, s .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Attgtncy Genoral's
name is at the bottom of it.

The Attorney General: I did -t draft it.

Hon, P. GCOLLIER : The _tormcy General
might tell us who did draft it.

The Attorney General: I cannot tell you,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Was & draft agreement
gent over to the Minister by the Westralian
Farmers ?

The Attorney General: It was considered for
some time in the Wheat Scheme office.

Hon, P. COLLIER : No doubt it was drafted by
thc Westralian Farmers, Why does not the
Attorney Cencral accept the amendment of the
member for North-East Fremantlo ?

The Attormney General : Becnuso I think the agroe-
ment is better as it stands,

Hon. P, COLLIER : Docs the Attorney Ceneral
shut his eyes to the experience of last year !

The Attorney General: Thia agreement is much
better than last yeat's.

Hon. W, C. Angwin : The Attorncy General says.
this agrecment cannot be altered ; yet Parliament
has altered agrecments dozens of times.

Hon. P, COLLICR : Parliament last scesion
refused the Clovernment permission to go on with
a wheat Bill until we had the agrecment before us.
Does the Attorney General contend thet it is
impossible for Parlinment to vary this agreement ?

The Attorney General: I said in my second
reading speech that Mr. Baxter had power to make
this agreemcnt, but that Ministers thought the
agreement should come before Parliament for
ratification,

Hon, P. COLLIER : If this is a binding contract
and cannot be altered by Perliament, why go
through the farce of submitting it to Parliament
for ratification ! If Parliament has no power to-
elter the sgreement, then the Clovernment are
censurable for not bringing the Bill before the
House in time for hon, members to deal with the-
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a8 saying, in reply to & protest made by the mem.-
ber for Beverley, that this measure would be the
first Bill of tho present session, Tho Premier has
made the same lackadaisical promise in respect
of 25 Bills, Wae have been sitting since the 23rd
August, and this is the 13th or 14th December.
This is how the Premier's promise has been ful-
fillod—a delay of five months, If we make many
more agreements of this description, before this
time twelve months comes round, Western Aus-
tralia will have been taken over by the Common-
wealth a3 & bankrupt State. Can the Minister in
charge of the Bill state whether tho Westralian
Farmers request for remission of railway de.
murrage charges has been granted ?

The Attorney General: I cannot tell you at the
moment,

Hon. P, COLLIER : It is an important matter,
From my experience in the Railway Department
I am aware that private traders are not granted
such remisgions save in very exceptional cireum-
stances. The money must be owing by the Wea-
tralian Farmers for many months past. Doubtless
those who kecp the Government in office will
bring pressure to besr on the Government to
grant the remission. The Westralion Farmers,
Limited, have built up their business by exploiting
the public interests of this country, The only
satislaction is that the Westralian l'armers, in
forcing wpon the Government such an agreement
aa this, have over-reached themselves, It is quite

_ certain that not cven a Parliament which has sunk

80 low in the matter of regard for the public in-
terest and wellare, would dare to agree to & similar
arrangement with the same company for theo
following scason. An end must come to it. One
clause of this Bill says that remuneration of the
workers employed by the Scheme shall be at
current rates of wages. What are the current
rates of wages? Who is to determine what the
current Tates are in various districts ¥ We may
possibly have again this year a similar trouble to
last year's—the men engaged at manual labour
will have to go on strike for & wage on which they
and their families can live, If they should be
forced to strike, will tho member for Greenough
take the stand that if others come out with them
they are merely loyal to one another? The
Woestralian Farmers circularised every one of the
¢o-operative societies throughout the State asking
their members, in the event of the Government's
handling the harvest, to boycott the Government
and not act as local agents for them, These
local co-operative Rocietics are composed of the
local farmers and in the event of the Giovernment
refusing to come to heel, the Company will say-—
“You refuse to handle the harvest ; boycott the
Government™ in other words—* Boycott your
own grain” It shows how emboldened the Wes-
tralian Farmers, Limited, have become by their
success with the Government through the political
agency of members of Parliament who belong
to it. The member for Greenough said, cerfainly
they would be loysl to the company. When a
locel co-operative soviety refuses to work, that is a
laudeble action to take, worthy of the highest
praise, but when the worker refuses to work be-
cause he wants an extrs shilling a day tho action
is most reprehensible. One is loyalty to a col-
league and the other is reprehensible, And hon
members would organise forthwith a body of
farmere {0 come down and do the work. In the
earlier years of induatrial struggles that attitude
was taken up, In those days, the employers
having beaten the men refused to employ them

[63]
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afterwards, That howover has been abandoned
oven by the employers who are the strongest
opponents of organised labour. It is now recog-
nised thay onece a strike is over and men are de-
feated the employer wipes out all ill-feeling and
takes the men beck, This Government, how-
ever, says * Not one of you shall ever go back
again.''  The work cost s great deal more by that
attitude than it would have cost had they granted
the increase asked by the men, Before the agree
ment goes through, [ want to know what rate of
wagea it is intended to pay. I want to make some
provision, if possible, to prevent industrial trouble
similar to that which oceurred last year, Con the
Minister tell us the meaning of * current rate of
wages.”

The Attorney Generasl: The Arbitration Court
rate.

Hon, P. COLLIER : It does not say so,

The Attomey General: It is the law of the
country.

Hon. P. COLLIER : There are dozens of distriots
in which the award of the Court does not apply,
Was there a similar clause to this in the agree-
ment of last year ¢ I do not want to aznin sce the
apectacle of farmers being marched down, housed
in depots, fed at the oxpense of the Puol, and
protected by & number of police at the country's
axpense, In any loopholes there may be in the
agreement we do not want to heap up burdens
of this kind. Why arc the Government so deter-
mined to resist reasonable amendments ? Why
are the Government foreing this through in oppo-
sition to justice and in opposition to the weight of
argument ¥ The explanation is that they are
forcing it through because they aro compelied
to do so. If the amendments were accepted,
the Westralinn Farmers, Ltd., would be deprived
of somea thousands of pounds to which they were
not entitled and the Government would probably
be told within the nort few days by the men
keeping them in office, to get cut. Not that these
men would have the independence to issus those
instructions themselves, They would get their
instructions from n higher body, There are
members on the (ross benches who do not care
twopence for the wellare of the country so long
as they get their political wants satisfied. Their
concern about £5,000 of public money so long as it
suits their political intercsts to get it! The
CGovernment’a troubles about the public interest
80 long as they secure the support of the membera
of the Country party by actions of this kind.
It cannot go on without driving the country into
bankruptey, Although I have never been en-
amonred of the attitude of another place on many
Bills, this is one of the fow occasions when I can say,
thank Gud we have an Upner House, beoauze thera
will be a keener recognition of the sense of what
is right and wrong in another place than there
is here. That will be beoause there is in the
Legislative Council a number of members wha are
not under the control and under the whip of o
political organisation, nor is there o Government
there who are kept in office by membera of that
organisation who are also members of Parliament.
Thero are other clanaes which roquire axplanation,
It is not a trivial matter that the House should
ask what wages are to be paid or who is to have
the deciding voice ns to tho current rate of wages.

Me. Draper: Do you think an amendment can
he made to Clause 5 now which will make that
clause effective ¥ It is impossible to amend it the
way it is now, 8o as to make it intcligible,
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Hon, P. COLLIER : That ia why I want to
report progress 8¢ that we might consider it in-
telligently at the noxt sitbing, If we sit here for
the next ten hours and the Government succeed
in passing the clause it will not even then be
intclligible,

The Minister for Mines : Why not let the other
clauses bo carried, and then we can recommit
the Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When can it be recom-
mitted ?

Tho Premier : We can recommit it on the report
stage,

The Minister for Mines: At present it is in a
muddle ; no one knows what the position is,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is in just as much a
muddle as the Government are in, If the Govern-
ment had acted wisely when the amendment was
carricd against them, they would have reported
progreas or agsked for the postponement of the
further consideration of the clause,

Theo Minister for Mines: The member for North-
East Fremantle should not have snapped the vote
in the way ho did.

Hon, P. COLLIER : He did not snap a vote,

The Minister for Mines: I am not saying that
nestily ; perhaps I should say he took advantage
of the position,

Hon, P. COLLIER : It was not the duty of the
Opposition to say to members opposite ** Please
remain in the Chamber and watch the Bill”

Hon, W, C, Angwin: And I did not know the
member for Murchison was going to sit down.

Hon, P, COLLIER : If interest in the clause
dwindled so low that only the Premier remained
in the Chamber, that is not my fault.

The Minister for Mines: Tt was not want of in-
terest in the Bill, it waa want of interest in the
member for Murchison, who was talking.

Hon, P, COLLIER : I should like to know what
the Government intends to do.

Hon. W.C. Angwin : No agreement can be made
under the 1916 Act, becausc it applies only to the
1916-17 harvest.

Hon, P. COLLIER : Then the Government have
made an agreement for which there is no authority,
and now they come to the House and say “ Vou
have no power to alter it, but you may ratify it.”
On the face of it, it is absurd.

Mr. Pilkington: We may refuse to ratify it,
except in an altered condition. Then, until the
other party accepts the amended agreement, it is
not sn agreement at sll,

Hon. P. COLLIER : That is perfcetly clear,
We may eny to the company, " We are prepared
to approve the agreement, subject to certain
alterations” We should do that with the full
knowledge that the company might not accept
the amended agreement, whereupon the respon-
sibility would fall on the Government to make
some agreement with another company.

Mr. Pilkington: And possibly this company
world have some claim for the lost agreoment,

Hon. W. ¢. ‘Angwin: Then the claim will be
againgt Ministers personally, for the Gevernment
had no authority to make the agreement.  There
can be no claim against the State,

Hon. P. COLLIER : If it ean be held that the
company hags & claim for damages under this,
1 have o charge against the Government for tying
up the hands of the Committe in this way.

Mr. Pilkington: The agreement purports to be
sn absolutc contraet, without being subject to
ratification by Parliament. The only way out of
it is by way of repudintion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P, COLLIER : If that is so, it is & serious
position to place the Committée in. It is wrong
to place the Committee in the position of having to
ratify the agreement or reject it at tho cost of
landing tho State in damages for repudiation,

Mr. Pilkington: Repudiation by the State is
an unheard of thing,

Hon, P, COLLIER : When the Labour Govemn-
ment entered into 8 contract for the purchase of
the Perth trams, we did it subject to the approval
of Parliament, The present Government are opon
to censure for uot having made that proviso in
this ingtance. The Government should have
brought down the Bill in time for it to be con.
sidercd Dbefore the agreement was signed, or al-
ternatively they should have entered into the
agreement subject to ratification by Parliament,

The Minister for Mines: The agreement you
made in 1916 bad no such regervation,

Hon. P. COLLIER : The agreement made with
Metoalf & Co. for the bulk handling system was
subject to approval by Parliament, So, too, was
the agrecment for the purchase of the trams,

The Premier: T do not think the agreement
for the handling of the wheat was made in that
way.

Hon. P. COLLIER : In the first year it was
almost wholly a question of experiment, and we
were forced to make the agreement hastily,

The Attorney General: 1 suggest that you let
the clause go through and that we afterwards
recommit it,

Mr. DRAPER : 1 have tried to draft an amend-
ment on the present position as it appears on the
records of the House, I think it is impogsible to
draft any agreement, ss the reeord now stands,
which will make the clause workable in any way,
In the first place it is diffisult to ascertain what
was actually put and passed. There is no doubt
the “No™ vote was carricd. But therc was some
confusion. The member for North-Fast Fre
mantle moved to add words to the clause, which
involved striking out words from the agreement.
As the amendment was put, cortain words were
struck out, but what was added to the clause, it is
impossible to say. Tt might he ascertained to-
morrow by going thoroughly into the question.
If the main point of the amendment is simply that
payment, shall he made only for work that is dons,
I should think that would be sssented to by sll
hon. members as a matter of common sense.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : That is all we wantod.

Mr. DRAPER : This would only rcnder neces-
sary an alteration in the agreement such as would
satisfy both partics. Wo can discuss this matter
for hours without getting ony further, and we
cannot amend this clauvse, in the conditien in
which it i3, in such a way as to make it satis-
factory or intelligible to another place. I should
like to sce progress reported.

Hon, P. COLLIER : I suggest that the clause
be postponed and that we take tho remaining
clauses of the Bill

The Premier: T agree to that.

The CHHAIRMAN : I am not sure as to one
question, If the question was carried, as the
then cheirman says it was, I queation whether we
can postpone the clause.

The Premicr: Tt was only partinlly dealt with
and not passed,

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Some confusion
has arisen regerding the manner in which this
amendment was moved,

Hon. P. Collier: It is on record in that way.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The member
or North-East Fremantle, knowing that he could
not amend the agreement iteelf, proposed to add
words to the ¢lause which would have that offect.
If he had proposed that the words he wished to
delete should bo deleted, and other words inserted
in licu, then the amendment would have come
before the Chair and have been put in this way,
that the words proposed to be added be added.
Unfortunately the hon, momber stopped when he
moved for the deletion of the words in question.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That was done in con-
nection with the Metealf agreement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If tho amend-
ment had been put as onc amendment it would
have been treated a9 such. The method adopted
led the Chairman to conclude that the amendment
was to strike out certain words and he put the
question, that the words proposed to be struck out
stand part of the clause. Tho effect of this was
one of annullity, I hope the hon. member will
accepi & certain amount of responsibility for the
manner in which the amendment was put.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I actept no responsibility
for so many of your sepporters being out of the
Chamber,

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The clause there-
fore stands as printed. I move—

That consideration of Clause 5 be postponed
until after the eonsideration of Clause 11.
Motion put and passed ; the clause postponed,
Clausc 6—Awtherity to  enter into gristing

agreement, Second Schedule:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This is only a draft
agreement and has apparcntly not been entered
into by the millers,

“Mr. Pilkington: Is it held by thoe Minister
that the agreement has been signed ?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: On the day that the
Minister said it had been signed, one of the millers
said he would not sign it because of Clause 8. 1
suggest that the recommendation of the Royal
Commission to adopt the bushel basis in connec-
tion with gristing be embodied in the Bill. If the
matter is not fixed up in & proper manner it will he
difficuli to say what fair averagoe quality wheat is.
Who is to decide the quality, and the quantity of
flour that ¢an be turned out by the miller 7 Seme
of the mills arc only able to turn out 37lbs. of
flour to the bushel of wheat, wherens others can
turn out 42lbs. Oaly two mills in the State aro
turning out 42lbs., but under the agrecment on
the hushel basis they can all do that. At all
events such an arrangement might be made with
some of the mills.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
the agreement has been signed.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Somec of the millers have
signed it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not know
how far this can now be altered, I am quite
willing to discuss that phase of tho matter with the
Whent Scheme and seo if it is possible to consider
an alteration of the agreement on the bushel basis,
If it is fixed at so much a bushel disputes will be
avnided, whereas if the agreemoent s left as it is
there is a possibility of disputes arising.

Clauge put and passed.

Clause T—agreed to.

Clause 8—Storage sccommodation

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: There has been no
power hitherto for the putting up of storage sheds,
The Government have apent £100,000 of the
farmers’ money with only an implied power behind
them. I move an amendmenf--

I understand
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That there he added a new subclause to stand
88 Subelauae 8 as follows :—* This section shall
not be deemed to authorise the construction of
silos for the bulk storage of wheat or of grain
elevators.

The Attorney General: I agree.

Mr, JOHNSTON : It appears that we are giving
the Government vety big authority hers, I
should like the Minister to explain, Apparently
we are confirming the action of the Gtovernment
in spending £100,600 of the farmers' money.

The CHAIRMAN : I can only allow the hon.
membor to discuss the amendment. The Com-
mittes have already agreed to the clause as far
down a3 subclause 7.

Mr. JOHNSTON : 1 can speak to the whole
clause if the amendment is garried,

The CHAIRMAN : Wo must first decide the
amendment

Amendment put and passed,

4 o’clock a.m,

Mr. JOHNSTON : Why are all these powers
being asked for ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Solicitor
General, advising the Wheat Schemo in days gone
by a8 to the erection of sherls, was of ovpinion that
there was ample power in the Wheat Schemo to
spend Pool money in that work, On consider
ation, he came to the conclusion that it wag safor
t0 make precise provision to that effeet : and ho
recommended asking Parliament for that powor,
and, at the samg time, asking Parlinment for
ratification of tho expenditure already incurred in
this connection, Additionsl shed accommodation
is being put up now,

Clause as amended, put and passed,

Clause 9—agreed to,

Clause 10—Wheat not to be gristed unless wish
previous consent of the Minister:

Mr. HOLMAN : I strongly oppose this absurd
elause. It would prevent a farmer with a grinding
engino from grinding a little wheat for a neighbour
to make wheaten meal fov porridge. or from erush-
ing & little wheat for chicken food,

The Attorney General: You want the houso-
hold millet excepted ?

Me. HOLAMAN @ Yes,

The ATPORNEY GENERAL :
the poing. Accordingly I move—

That consideration of Clause 10 be postponed,

Motion put and passed ; the clause postponed.

Clause 11—Power to extend operation of Acta
t0 1919-1920 scason :

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the Committee
will delete this clause. There is no necessity for
the power sought. Things aro not unlikely to
improve considerably in the way of shipping, and
this measure might not be wanted at all after this
year. The Commonwealth Government appear
to be getting pretty sick of the Pool.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
sppears in the Bill because the Wheat Scheme
desired continvity of policy. This provision hag,
in fact, been adopted from a Bill introduced in
191G by the member for Northam.

Mr. Pilkington : A similar clause was negatived
in & subsequent Bill,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes: but then
we were not in the ssmo settled condition about
the Scheme as we are now, The clauso has been
& good denl discussed by the Advisory Board, I
made up my mind to leave the Committoe to nccept
or reject the clause.

I wili consider
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Clause put and negatived.

New Clause :

Mr. PILKINGTON : I move—

That the following be added as a new clause :—
“ Section 9 of the principal Act is hereby
repealod.”

Thie, if ocarried, will leave it open to holders of
cerfificates to desl with them in the same way
a8 with any other property.

The Minister for Mines: Are not theso certifi-
cates negotiable in the Eastern States ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Yes ; and the farmers there
are taken down hand over fist,

Mr, PILKINGTON : I understand the Govern-
ment are agreeable to this.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The member
for Perth is quite right. Some three or four
months ago, whilst the Premier was in Melbourne,
I mysclf received a deputation from, I think,
farmers and the Chambers of Commerce which
raised several pointa connected with the wheat
scheme, including this one of the negotiability of
wheat cortificates. The deputation contended that
persons should be left free to deal with these
eertificates where they themselves wero free.
In many cases, of course, wheat certificates are
pledgod to the LA B. or to bankers. In this State
the larger number of farmers are protected by the
Industries Assistance Board and the certificates
cannot be dealt with,

Mr. HOLMAN : A man may have certificates
and they ave practically lying idle and he is paying
interest in nearly every case, The opportunity
ghould be given of negotiating those certificates
wherever it is desired to do so,

Mr. WILLCOCK : It has heen suggosted that
the publiestion during the past three or four
woeks of alarmist telegrams with reference to
the selling of wheat in England at 4s, and 4s. 6d.
8 bushsl has been done for sharchroking purposes,
The tolograms of course were bogus and wero
published with the object of scaring holders of
eertificatos and causing them to sell so that others
might buy them at below their value. The people
who dea! in these certificates are shrewd business
men who make a profit on such transactiona.
I would prefer not to allow these certificates to be
doalth with.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Mr. Keys, in giving
evidence before the Royal Commission, was asked
soversl guestions in connection with the negotiation
of cortificates. He said—

Speaking from memory we have given per-
mission in only two instances to negutiato cer-
tificates. I cannot say off hand how many appli-
cants have boen refused. Heavy trading in
cortificatos has taken place in the Eastern
States and I personally know of a number of
individuals who have made large sums of monoy
by specilating in wheat certilicates.

Then he went on to quote instancos showing how the
farmers lose large sumg of monsy by speculating
in certificates. The clauss was thorefore embodied
in the measure for the protection of the farmer
in the country who cannot get information as
can tho person 1 town. Tf it is necessary for him
to soll he applies to the Minister for advice. The
Minister will point out the actual valus of the
certiticates and in that way perhaps save the
farmer from loss. The clause will prevont specu-
lation in certificatcs snd it will provent the sale
of them ot a rate lower then their actual vilue.

Mr. DRAPER : The British law forbids proporty
from being tied up. Wbhen the Wheat Marketing
Act way passed originally there might have been

[COUNCIL,)]

ood ground for preventing farmers from assigning
their certiticatos without the consent of the Min-
ister, Those grounds were that we wore in the
midst of & war, that it was owing to difficulty of
transport to fureiyn markets, and that, owing to
the then financial conditions, it was possible that
anyone with command of money would bu able to
purchase wheat cheaply and speculate to his own
advantage. Now we have reasonable grounds for
belioving that the war is over. Io regard to mext
year's harvest, war conditions will havo censed,
transport will be available, and there will be less
reason for speculation in whest in Australia.
In those sircumstances, nre we justified in main-
taining a provision which was of an emergency
character, and which interferes with ordinary
business operations, when the reasons for that
provision have disappeared ?

Me. MALEY : T havo no objection to the farmers
negotiating their certificates. The argumeut based
on false reparts in the newspnper ir equally applic-
able to many other lines of commerce,

New clause put and passed.

| The Bpeaker resumed the Chair.)
_ Progress reported,
House adjourned at 436 a.m. (Saturday).

Legislative Council,

Monday, 16th December, 1913,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3 p.m.,

and read prayers.

SITTING HOURS.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon, H.P.
Colebateh—Rast) [3.5]: I desire to intimate
to hon. members that it is my intentionm, at
the ¢nd of to-day's proceedings, to move that
the House at its rising adjourn to 3 o’clock
to-morrow afternoon instead of the usual meet-
ing time of 4.30,

URGEN(CY MOTION —PNEUMONIC IN-

FLUENZA, QUARANTINING CON-
TACTS,
Hon. J. DUFFELL (Mectropolitan-Sub-

urban) [3.5]: In accordance with Standing
Order 38, I desire to submit a motion relating
to a matter of urgency,

The PRESTDENT: I have received a copy
of the motion the hon. member desires to
move and if the requisite number of menibers
st.:::r;ld up in their places, it may be proceeded
with,

Four members having risen in their places,

Hon. J, DUFFELL: I move—

That the Council at its riging, adjourn
till 3 pm. to-morrow (Tuesday) for the



